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,_—7§ Health Care Forum

3 %7 Saturday, October 25, 10:00 - 12:00 ¢
Rockefeler Institute, Albany

~

The LWVA C will be co-sponosoring with the Schenectady, Saratoga and Renssel aer L eagues, and with
support from LWV NY, aforum on October 25 focusing on the national debate on health carereform. The
program, at the Rockefdller Ingtitutein Albany (411 State Street - near Washington Park and intersection of
State Street), will befrom 10:00 am -noon. While pandistsaretill to be confirmed, the programisintended
to showcasethe key pointsin the national debate on health carereform, the position of our stateleagueon
critica aspectsof qudity, access, equity and cost and thedifferences ( and similarities) of theplatformsof the
twomagjor national political parties. Sincethe programwill be held shortly beforethe national eection, there
will beemphasisonwhat voting for either of the major candidates could mean to your health care oncethe
electionisconcluded. Tofurther “ speculate’ onimpact, weare planning to havean expertinloca hedth care
issues provide commentary on how the national agendawill “trickledown” to our local level. Courtney
Burke, of the Rockefeller Institute and LWVA C will speak on the national health carereform agendaand
will aso provide commentary throughout the session (seerelated articleon page9).

:’.\ Become a L eague M entor

Looking for that special way to demonstrate how
Calling New Members!

muchtheleaguemeanstoyou? Remember what it
wasliketo bea“league newbie’? Want to expand

Join uson October 15th, 7pm, for coffeeand

discussion about the Albany County L eague of

Women Voters. Wewill meet at the home of Martha
Kissinger; 21 Waden FieldsDrive, Delmar.
Walden Fieldsisoff Elsmere between Rte 32
(Delmar by-pass) and FeuraBush Road.
RSVP 439-6833 by Oct. 9
Hopeto meet new membersand interested peopleon
October 15th.

your ligt of leaguefriends?

Become a mentor to one of our newer members
and provide someguidance about our organi zation
and the opportunitiesavailablewhiledemondrating
how wel coming our membersare.

Please contact Martha Kennedy:
dkennedy2@nycap.rr.com and add your nameto
thementor list. Congderationwill begiventogeo-
graphic proximity or any specific requests.

League of women voters of Albany County

websitesyvwww.Ivwvalbany.org

Email: Ivwvacecrisny.ore

Lori Feegan-Brady and Maggie moehringer, Co-Presidents
Carol webster (439-1491) and Martha Fennedy (439-4539), membership Co-Chairs
Laura Ladd Bierman, Newsletter Editor
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From the Co-Presidents

Happy Fall All'!

We had another successful Pot Luck dinner to kick off our Fall Season. Thank you to all who helped makeit
gpecia. Now isthetimeto get involved in Leagueactivities. Thereisno shortage of thingsto do.

We havethe Hedlth Care Forum which will educate the general public and usonthemgor party candidates hedlth
carereform platformsand how the winning candidates proposalswill affect our local area. Thisiscoming upon
October 25 at the Rockefdller Ingtitute from 10:00 amto noon. Specid thanksto Marian Schwager and Courtney
Burke.

We have our annual pall reporting. If you have not donethisbefore, thiswill beaninteresting year to get involved.
If youwant to help, please call or e-mail Marggie Skinner 489-5311 or marggies@earthlink.net

On Election Day —November 4™, try out the new Ballot Marking Devicesyoursdlf in your polling placeinstead of
thelever machine. Pleaselet AimeeAllaud at 85Aimee@nycap.rr.com know your experience. No voter can be
denied theright to usethemachine. You do not haveto provide any reason or documentation of disability. So, be
adventurous—try out the new technol ogy!

Our Voter ServicesDirector, Mary Ann L ettau, has so much going on. You could help register voterson October
4 a the Racefor the Cure or help with the Candidates Forum on October 7. Just call or email Mary Ann L ettau at

489-0212 or mlettaul@yahoo.com.
Our membership team hasanew initiative they are starting, Member Mentoring. If you areinterestedinbeing a
mentor or to be mentored —just contact Martha K ennedy at dkennedy2@nycap.rr.com.

We have a Greening of Albany County study group that

has regular mestings; just call or email Judi Campbell & | 21t CONGRESSIONAL

478-0016 or jcamp37@verizon.net.

Ever wonder what happensat theAlbany County Legis- D I ST R I CT
lature meetingsor your town Board meetings?If you are

interested inobserving the meetingsfor the League, just CA N DI DAT E FO R U M S

call AnnBrandon, our ActionVice President a 439-4332 | Our thanksgo out to Mary Ann Lettau and her inter-
pr email ambrandon2@verizon.net. L eague team of folkswho worked to bring together
So, you seewe have many opportunitiestogetinvolved | candidatesdebatesfor the 21 congressional district
and be better informed. race. WMHT and the Times Union thought it was
such agood idea that they decided to do it them-

Yours] n Leagug, selves! They haveinvitedtheloca Leaguesto bepart
Maggieand Lori of the studio audience, but spaceisvery limited and
N aw M aem ber S our Leagueisonly invited to bring 5 peopleto the
AddeStrominger Delmar forum on October 16", from 8-9 at the WMHT

Norman Strominger Delmar Sudio B. PLEASE LET USKNOW IFYOU'D
CynthiaHall Delmar LIKE TO GO BY OCTOBER 10™ (Maggie

Wed comel M oehringer, 475-0969, mmoehrin@nycap.rr.com).

The League of Women Votersisanonpartisan citizen organization that promotestheinformed and active participation
of citizensin government, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Any person of voting age,
male or female, may become a League member.

This newsletter is published by the L eague of Women Voters of Albany County, 12 Coventry Road, Glenmont, New
York 12077 and mailed to League members. The frequency of publication is as follows. one mid-summer issue
followed by nine monthly issuesfrom September to May.
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L eague in Profile. Present and Past

Linda E. Brown (present)

| cameto the League by way of my sister, Laurie, who wasaco-
president of the Swampscott, MA, Leaguein the late 1980's.
Whilethe Swampscott L eague was cleaning up the beaches of
Boston’snorth shore, conducting voter serviceand studying town
issues, | wasinterested in getting some experience on State bud-
getissuesinAlbany. Why was| excited about Albany?At that
time, | wasfinishing up coursework in Public Administration at
Rockefeller College. Although | had been afreelancemusician
for 15 yearsand had acareer ininformation systems, my gradu-
atework wasaculmination of alife-longinterestin public policy
and governing and | was preparing to work in such acapacity in
State government.

| found the State L eague Officein the phone book and called for
information. | attended my first LWVAC meetingin 1990 and sat
next to league president Joanne Esposito, who made mefed at
home. The speaker was Judith Saiddl from the Center for WWomen
in Government. Saidel’ stalk was compelling, therewasalively
discussion and | enjoyed the peoplel met. | joined LWVAC and
the new Budget Study group —aperfect companionto my aca-
demic studies. My involvement in the group helped me under-
stand the NY Sbudget process quitewell - no class could have
prepared me better. | wasimpressed with the professionalism
and organization of the study. Later that year, | attended the
League' s 70" Anniversary event at Rockefeller Ingtitute. Over
theyears|’ veenjoyed pall reporting which makesmoney for the
League. For afew years, | wasassigned to Ten Eyck apartments
and brought my little black Pug dog which cheered up the poll
workers.

| served asPublic Relations Director from 1993-98. | think | got
thisjob because | could send faxesto the mediafrom my PC —
cutting edgetechnol ogy at that time. Duringmy PR tint, LWVAC
hosted LWV US President Becky Cain and that was an exciting
event. | recdl that the board meetingswerelonger then - it seemed
likeit took about 3 hoursto do the business of the 90's. Addi-
tiondly, | would get lost driving a night through dimly lit devel op-
mentsin Bethlehem. Therewere at |east two good reasonsfor
buying acell phone: League meetingsand poll reporting.

Beulah Bailey Thull (past)

BeulahBailey Thull, theonly woman ever to
be President of CSEA (1934-35), wasalso
very active as a League of Women Voters
member in the 1920s and 1930s. She was
thefirst President of the Rensselaer County
League, secretary for theAlbany League, and
onthe State Board. The L eaguerunsthrough-
out much of thisinterestingwoman’slife, and
itwill beinteresting to L eaguershow easily
shefloatsinand out of partisan activities! We
can be proud that the L eague has attracted
and continuesto attract women of her cali-
ber. Here'safew highlightsfrom her lifethat
surfaced from research done by CSEA in
preparationfor their 100" Anniversary.

BorninTroy, NY, February 27, 1891
Graduated from Troy High School
1908.
Graduated from Cornell University
(A.B.) 1912 and the State Library
School (B.L.S.) in1916.
Campaigned for women’ssuffrage.
Member of the Democratic State
Committee.
May 16, 1918, theNew York Times
publishesan addressfrom the State
Democratic Committee, signed by
Ms. Bailey, anong others, thatisde-
sgnedto urgeregistered womenvot-
ersto the Democratic Party in order
thet they may voteintheprimary eec-
tion
Addressed awomen’ ssuffrage meset-
ing, which inspired her to become
moreinvolvedinthemovement.
Served as Rensselaer County histo-
rian.

(continued on page 7)

My workload changed in thelast few yearsand | wanted to become moreinvolved when | saw avacancy for
secretary on the board. Thisproved to be good way to become reacquainted and learn more about the L eague
anditscurrent programs. There are many good thingsone can do with the League. As| foundin 1990, LWVAC
remainsto beacommitted group of citizensthat work hard to promote* participation, education and advocacy” of

important issuesthat affect al of us.
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Primary night and Ballot Marking Devices (BMDs)

One Voters Experience

| went tomy polling place, spotted the BMD inthe corner. | asked if | could usethat machine. Theinspector asked
me*“ Areyou disabled?’ | saidthat | just wanted to use the new machine. He asked the same question again - with
atwinkleinhiseye.

Hesaid they weretold at training that it wasjust for “ disabled” people. They werenot to ask thetype of disability
- justif the personwas. So, | winked and said yes. | wasthefirst and only (it was8:45 pm) personto usethe BMD.
| explainedthat I’ minvolved withthe LWV.

They were very open and had questions on how to work with the* disabled”. They showed meall the different

waysthe machine can be used.

Thisismy impresson of themachine:

Getting thebd ot into themachine(like putting adollar bill
inavending machine) was picky. It wouldn’t takeit the
firstway | putitin-sol turnedit over andit wasfine.
However, getting the paper back out of the machinewas
likecarefully pulling the paper out of ajammed copier.

| could foresee that if the ballot ripped - it could be a
problem. Do the inspectors know how to unjam ama-
chine???

So, | tried afew of thevisual changesthe ballot can un-
dergo. Instructionswereclear.

Getting theballot back out washard again. Thiscould be
ared sticking point and hold up lines.

Also, theballot goesinan envelope and getshanded toan
ingpector. Well,| pushed the 2 sidestogether and handed
itin. Theinspector noticed that | did not lick theenvelope
and it wasopen. | could foreseethisbeing aproblemas
well. Didtheballot fal out, not confidentid, etc...??

Another suggestion may bethat whenthey (Board of Elec-
tions) trainstheinspectors—they have someonefromthe
“disability” community theretotalk about waysof dealing
withawkward Stuations. They did not want to offendfolks
- but had questions on theright/proper way to deal with
different disabilities.

I nspectorsa so should be encouraged to usethe machines
wherethey vote - to get useto the new technol ogy.

On Election Day, | encourageall totry thenew BMD’s.
Thisway we can get someexperience and work to rectify
any problemsbefore all machinesarethistype. So, go
ahead —giveit atry!

Ballot Marking Devices

AimeeAllaud, LWVNY SElection Specialist

Thisyear will bethefirst year New York will beus-
ing ballot marking devices (BMDs). L eague mem-
bershave an opportunity to lead theway in testing
out themachinesand the accompanying el ection pro-
ceduresdevelopedfor their usein“red time.” Learn
to use the Ballot Marking Devices so you will be
ableto explain their operation to voters. Consider
using oneyoursdlf inyour polling placeinstead of the
lever machineon Election Day. No voter can bede-
nied theright to usethemachine. You do not haveto
provide any reason or documentation. And you will
gainfirsthand experience—and the e ectionworkers
will aso! TheNY SBoard of Electionshasatraining
module on their website
(www.elections.state.ny.us.gov) for both types of
BMDsbeing used inthe state. You can practicein
advance! TheNYSLWV Voters Guide Part | (on
theweb and in hard copy) also hasinformation on
thedevices.

According to Regulations approved by the NY S
Board of Electionson September 5, 2008, ballots
generated by theBM Dswill be counted inamanner
similar to that for emergency ballotsat the polling
placeafter thepollsclose. Observingthedection night
closing would give usthe opportunity to learn how
thispart of the processisworking around the state.
Howver, NY SElection Law only dlowsPoll Watch-
erswho have obtained acertificateissued by acan-
didateto remaininthe polling place when not there
tovote. If youwant to observethe poll closing, you
would needto obtainthat certificate, or if your League
participatesin eection night poll reporting, youwould
be ableto observein that way also.
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News from Voter Services | DP°Youknowyourlocal
legislator ?

We have been busy, whichisasit should beat thistime of year.
Werepresented the League at four eventsjust thisweek:

*On Saturday 9/13—at the Sheridan Ave. Street Fair—
thanksto LindaEnglish, MaggieMoehringer and
NellStokes-Holmes.

*OASAS conference on Sunday 9/14-thanx to Néll.

* CCCAP(child welfare advocates) on Tuesday 9/16—
thanksto ElaineMenge. The participantsactualy
applauded our presencethere! Weenrolled many
new young voters, among others, and distributed
alot of information and forms, especially absen-
teeballot requests, and answered alot of ques-
tionsat theseevents.

*OnWednesday, Mary Ann L ettau spokeat the Glenmont
Job Corpsto 50 students. Thirty-sevenregis-
tered tovotefor thefirsttime.

TheLibrary Projectsat Voorheesvilleand Guilderland aregoing
great guns—thanksto LoisGriffin. A new library project at Pine
Hillsisstarting thisweek—thanksto TinaL ord; one starts next
week at Albany Main Branch-thanks Tina; and oneat the Colonie
Library. Somevoter materialsare aso on the bookmobile.

On the 24", Mary Ann will be speaking at adrop-in center in
Albany.

VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE IN THE
HANDS OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION BY OCTOBER
10, 2008.

WEe' re hoping to get the go-ahead from Crossgates for avoter
registration table at the beginning of October. Expect to get a
“help!!!” for that.

Weareworking ontwo important candidateforums. David Soares
and Roger Cusick will appear at Albany Law School on October
7 a theMoot Court Room. Thisisahigh-profileevent. Thepro-
cesshasbeeninitiated for aschool board event in Albany; given
recent problemsat the high school, that should also be well-at-
tended. We have been asked to register voters at the Race for
the Cure on October 4. Since Mary Annwill not avail ablethat
day, if anyone'sinterestedindoing it, giveher acall.

DEADLINES: absentee ball otspostmarked application 10/28,
inperson request 11/3, postmarked ballot 11/3, in person
deivery 11/4.

Comments, questions, offersof help areawayswel come.
Mary Ann L ettau 489-0212.

Ann Brandon, VPAction

A great way to get to know your town board
member, city council representative, mayor, or
town supervisor, istogoto oneof their regular
meetings. You can seewhat happensbeforeyou
read it inthe paper or hear it onthenews. And
they will be more accountabl e becausetheir
constituentsarewatching them. Check out the
2008 meeting timeslisted below and let me
know which oneyou will attend. Take some
notesandwe' |l putinthenext Leaguenewdet-
ter. Our amisto have at least two peopleto
cover each meeting. You can Google each of
these gover nment bodiesto obtain agendas,
names of legislators, etc.

Albany County L egislatur e (39 members):
Monthly; usually 2" Monday, immediately af-
ter 6:30 pm public comment period. But Oct.
14 (Tues.), Nov. 10. County Court House,
EagleSt., 2" floor.

Albany Common Council (15 members): First
and Third Monday of eechmonth, a 7:00 p.m.,
with apublic comment period up to %2 hour.
Common Council Chambers, City Hall, Eagle
S

Bethlehem Town Boar d (4 membersplussu-
pervisor): Second and Fourth Wednesday of
themonth, at 5:30 pm. Town Hall, 445 Dela-
wareAve., Demar.

ColonieTown Boar d (6 members): 7:00 pm.,
Oct. 16 & 30, Nov. 6 & 20, Dec. 4 & 18.
Memoria Town Hall, Newtonville.

Guilderland Town Board (4 membersplus
supervisor): First and Third Tuesday, at 7:30
p.m., Oct. 7 & 21, Nov. 6 (Th) & 18, Dec. 2
& 16.

Call (439-4332) or email
(ambrandon2@verizon.net) metotdl mewhich
meseting youwill attend. If youlivein oneof the
smaller jurisdictions, let me know if you can
attend one of their meetings. Let’slet our loca
officialsknow that the L eagueisinterested in
what ishappening at thelocd level.
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VOTE 18WASH ERE THANKSTO US

“OK, I'mKing Georgelll of England. | makethelaws, appoint the governors, set and collect taxes, giveout land,
tell youwhat religion to practiceand makeall the decisionsthat affect your life. Isthisright? Do you trust meto
maked | your decisonsfor you?’

TheAlbany High studentssay, “NO!”

“Doyouthink | will make choicesbased on what’sbest for you, or what’s best for me?” Y OU! “Who hasthe
power?’ YOU DO! “Doyoulikeit?” NO!

Andsogoes”Vote18” (www.votel8.org) theinteractive voting gamefor high school seniors.

“OK, dl thewhitemalesjoin meover here. There' sno moreking, but only whitemaleland ownerscan vote. You
women and personsof color, do you trust meto makeyour decisionsfor you? Do you think wewill actinyour best
interest, or ours?Isthisfair?Doyoulikeit?’

By thetimethat the studentshave gonethrough al the stagesof this45 minutevoting game, it hasbeen drivenhome
to them, again and again, in therole playsand mock el ections, that unlessthey want someone el se making the
decisionsfor them, they haveto vote. Only they can watch out for their owninterests, anditisintheir own socia
and economic interest to vote.

“OK, mock election presidentia candidates, I’ m going to give you each three candy bars. You can givethemto
whoever you want. By theway, those peoplel’ ve gathered over hereinthiscorner aren’t going to vote.”

The candidates hand out the candy bars, and, unsurprisingly, none of them go to thosewho aren’t voting.

“Doyou know who votesin thiscountry? Older, white males. Do you want them getting al thefavorsand all the
attention from the el ected official s? Arethey goingto actinyour interest?” NO!!

Attheend of thegame, al of the classmembersfill out voter registrationforms. “ Thisiseasy!” All of themthat are
18 will havetheir formsfiled for them and will be on the roles for the November election. You can seethe
transformation intheir faces, the pridethat knowing they have power brings.

Vote 18 cametoAlbany Highlast week with thefacilitation of our League. OfficiaswiththeAlbany School Digtrict
agreed to havetheinteractive sessionsintwo of their history classesfor seniors. Wewere on thefront page of the
TimesUnion and footage of the sessionswas shown at most of the evening news programs. Theschool officials,
thereportersand the studentswere so impressed that VVote 18 promised to come back in the spring when more of
them would be 18.

AND NOW IT'SUPTO US! Wecantrainlocal facilitators (we havethelesson plansand scripts, and DV Dsof
theroutine) and take the show ontheroad! IT'SEASY,AND BETTERYET, IT'SVERY EFFECTIVE!! If
you' dliketo getinvolved, or you' reaborn actor/ham and would liketo betrained to do theroutineand work with
the students, let usknow (M aggie Moehringer, 475-0969, mmoehrin@nycap.rr.com).

Great | ssues Discussion Group Poll Reporting

We need lots of help with poll reporting at the
November dection. Marggie Skinner will becon-
tacting peopleto assignlocations. Thosewho are
interested should email Marggie at
marggies@earthlink.net. Pleaseput "LWV poll re-
porting” insubject lineor shewill rgect theemail.

The Great I1ssues group will haveitsfirst meeting on
October 6 at 9:30 am. At that meeting and the next, on
October 20, we will discuss “Faded Mosaic” by
Clausen. We will also decide whether we will read a
second book inthe Fall.

For information about the meeting times and places, _
contact Katie Henrikson at 439-4308, or || !fyouhaven'tdonepoll reporting before- thar's
khenriks@nycap.rr.com fine-it'seasy, funandagreat way to getinvol ved!
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(continued from page 3) L eague |n Pr Of| I e
Beulah Bailey Thull

Member of the New York State L eague of Women Voters:
First President of the Rensselaer County L eague of Women Voters.
Secretary to theAlbany County League 1929-1935.
Member of the State L egidative Committee 1930-1933.
Regional Director 1935-1936.

o0 State Chairman on Government and its Operations 1936.
Trustee of the Rensselaer County historical Association.
Member of the Women’s Joint L egidature Forum, Vice-Chairman 1933-1935
NY SFederation of Women’'s Clubs, State L egidative Chairman 1932-1934.
Member of the City Club of Albany, member of the Board of Directors 1936.
ServesasVice President of the Association of State Civil Service Employeesof the State of New York,
beginningin 1929.
Civil Service EmployeesA ssociation nominate Beulah Bailey to succeed Mrs. CharlesBennett Smith as
member of the State Civil Service Commission.
Under theVice-Presidency of Ms. Bailey, theNY SAssociation of Civil Service Employeesannouncesa
plan to establish an adult education center for civil service employeeswith thehelp of lecturersfrom New
York University, while other courseswill begiven by officiasin various State departments.
1934-1935 Beulah Bailey servesas President of the A ssociation of State Civil Service Employeesof the
State of New York. On her nomination for the position, retiring President William F. McDonough states:
“Thesuccessful leadership of MissBailey isassured by thefact that she understandsthe needsof therank
andfileof State employees, men and women. Her work asVice President, particularly that which had to
dowith educationd activities, commendsher toal. TheAssociationisacooperative attempt toimprove
State serviceand the position of the State worker, and no two peoplein thewhole State are more honestly
interested in thesethingsthan are MissBailey and Dr. Tolman.” (In October 1934 issue of The State
Employee)
OnApril 19,1934, Ms. Bailey addressed the Westchester L eague of Women Votersto present thetotal
costsof thegovernment and tax figures.
On October 22, 1934, the New York Times publishesaletter written by Ms. Bailey, in her capacity of
President of the State Civil Service EmployeesAssociationinsupport of NY S Governor Lehman'sreglec-
tion.
May 24, 1937,theNY League of Women Voters meet at acity-wide convention to discusstheyear’'ssix
legidativetriumphs, aswel astheissueswith which they continueto beinvolved.
Ms. Bailey givesatak entitled “How Shall We Revisethe State Condtitution?”’
In her capacity asresearch assistant to the Tax Commission, Mrs. Thull putstogether atax study on New
York State to be used by the State L eague of Women Voters. (Working Toward an |deal County?, 1939).
With the study, the L eague hopesto solidify their position when making demandsto the L egidature, and
asoto providetheir memberswith theinformation to which they feel entitled.
June 26, 1959, Mrs. Thull winsan 11-lap women's preliminary sportscar raceat WatkinsGlen, NY, inan
AlphaRomeo averaging 64.4 milesper hour.
DiesOctober 30, 1975, widow of George E. Thull, survived by son George and three grandchildren.

VW VW

o O O O
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AreYou Registered to Vote? Really?

Posted on September 16th, 2008 by Bo Lipari
Don’t assumeanything, confirm your registration
With all the attention that voting machines have received over the last few years, many people don’t realize that the
Help AmericaVoteAct (HAVA) addressed more than just voting equipment. HAVA a so required substantial changes
to the way voter registration lists are managed, requiring that all states maintain a single statewide database:
“...each Sate, acting through the chief Sate election official, shall implement, in a uniform and nondiscrimi-
natory manner, a single, uniform, official, centralized, interactive computerized statewide voter registration
list defined, maintained, and administered at the Sate level that contains the name and registration informa-
tion of every legally registered voter in the Sate...”

HAVA also describes, together with the National Voter Registration Act (better known as the Motor Voter Act) the
critically important conditions which determine whether avoter can beremoved from thevoter rolls. Thismeansthat
in New York and other states using the new computerized voter lists for the first time that there could be many
thousands of voters showing up at the polls on Election Day assuming they are registered to vote who will find to
their dismay that they are not.

There's various reasons that a voter might be flagged for removal — clerical errors, data transfer errors, address
mismatches with DMV databases, a matching death record in the Social Security database, a match against New
York’sfelonlist, duplicate registration records from multiple counties (thislast one could easily happen if you have
moved from one county to another in the past, and didn’t explicitly deregister from your previous county).

If your registration has been flagged, the local County Board is required to send you awritten notice that a problem
has been detected and you are at risk of being purged from the voter rolls. But if this notice is sent to the wrong
address, or you don'’t notice it among the pile of junk mail and tossit, you could find on Election Day that you have
been ‘purged’ fromtherolls (in which case, you havetheright to aprovisional or “affidavit” ballot, but these ballots
will not be counted on Election Day and may not be counted at all). So what can you do to ensure that you are indeed
registered to vote in thisimportant el ection? You’ ve got to be proactive.

Asrequired by HAVA, New York State provides an online “ check your registration” page. Thisisalright asfar asit
goes, and will tell you whether your current statusis‘Active’ or ‘Inactive’ (active meansyou are registered and can
vote). But unfortunately it does not tell you if your record has been flagged as needing review and has not yet
been processed by the county. So it is possible that you could check the page today and see that your status is
‘Active’, but find out on Election Day that it has changed to Inactive because the county processed your flagged
record after you checked it and decided you were not legally registered.

Giventhispotential, NYVV isrecommending that voterstake the following stepsto confirm that you are registered
to vote thisyear in New York State:
1) Click here to check the online voter registration page. If your status is ‘Inactive’, or the page tells you “No
Matches Found”, you are not registered to vote. In this case, CALL YOUR COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
IMMEDIATELY and make sure you straighten this out (even if it means re-registering).
2) Evenif your statusis*Active’ onthe online page, you need to call your county Board of Electionsand confirm that
your record is not flagged as unresolved. Call them today and ask them three questions:

a) Am | registered to vote?

b) Is my name flagged for review?

¢) Will my name be in the poll book on Election Day?
Insist on getting an answer, even if the folks at the County Board are very busy. And whileyou’re at it, confirm that
your address is correct, because we're hearing of data transfer errors that are mangling addresses.

We've got to let the public know about this. For starters, Click here to download aflyer you can post alerting the
public to the problem and the need to confirm your voter registration.

I’ll have much more to write about in the days and weeks ahead about this vital issue, including the New York City
Board of Election’sillegal decisionto purgeall votersfrom therollswho do not respond to an ‘ Intent to Cancel’ | etter
which states*“1f you do not appear or answer by mail within 14 days after the mailing of thisnotice, your registration
will be canceled. All written responses must bein English”.
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Health Care Cover age:NY S Efforts

Courtney Burke
While much attention has been focused onthe presidentia candidates plansfor reforming health care, thereare
many different effortsunderway in statesto improveinsurance coverage. Themost visible of these hasbeen the
M assachusetts plan, which began in 2006 and has already cut the number of uninsured in the state by morethan
half. Other satesare using variousincremental methodsto achieve coverage, such asexpanding publicinsurance
programs or making incremental dentsin the number of uninsured through changesin regulation or providing
subsidiesfor the purchase of coverage.

New York isalso examining optionsfor improving coverage within the state. To do so, the state formed the
“Partnership for Coverage’, whichisacollaborative effort between the New York State Department of Health
(DOH) and the Department of Insurance (DOI) to examine optionsfor coverage. The partnership held severa
public hearingsand met with numerousgroupsover thepast year. ThisMay the partnership issued aninterim report
that summarized mgjor themesfrom the public hearings. A Washington DC-based think tank wasthen employed to
model four mgjor optionsfor achieving universal coverageinthestate. Thefirst optionisasingle-payer approach
largely model ed onthenationa Medicare program. A second option buildson theexisting system but makesmgjor
reformsin both the private and publicinsurance markets, known asthe public-private plan. Thisoption shares
some of thefeatures of the Massachusetts plan such asmerging individual and small group markets, increasing
eligibility levelsfor publicinsurance programs, and cresting astatewideinsurance exchange. A third option creates
aMedicaid buy-inprogram or “New York Health Plus’, and isbased on aplan outlined by theAssembly Health
Care Committee Chairman, Richard Gottfried. A fourth option, known asthe Freedom Plan, relieslargely on
private marketsand individual choiceto improveaccesstoinsurance. The modeling of thefour plansisexpected
to befinished latethisfall.

Themoddingwill helpinformtowhat degree coveragewill beachievedinthe
state and how much the various options will cost. Other research, being
conducted variousresearch entitiesknown asthe " Coverage Consortium and
funded by the New York State Health Foundation, isal so being used toinform
policy decision making at the statelevel in New York. Regardless of which
presidentia candidatewinsthedection, thereislikely to beacontinued rolefor
state governmentsin providing health care.
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! Join & Make a Difference
| Name: Telephone:

:Address:

: Email:

Individual Membership $50/year
Household Membership $75/year

Student Membership $15/year
Contribution in support of my local League
Please send me more information

Mail to: League of Women Voters of Albany County
PO Box 611 Slingerlands, NY 12159

II Or Contact: Carol Webster 5439-14912 Il



Oct. 6

Oct. 7,5:45
Oct. 7

Oct. 7, 7 pm
Oct. 15, 7 pm
Oct. 16, 8 pm
Oct. 20

Oct. 25, 10 am

Nov. 4
Nov. 4
Nov. 17

Dec. 2
Dec. 2
Dec. 10

L eague Calendar

WHAT

Great Discussion Issues Group
Board meeting

District Atty Debate

Alb. Gun Violence TF Public Mtg
New Member Coffee

21st Cong Debate

Great Discussion Issues Group
Health Care Forum

Election Day Poll Reporting
Board Meeting
Souper Supper: International topic

Trip to the UN

Board Meeting

Holiday Luncheon
Speaker: Mike McNulty

WHERE

L. Keegan-Brady's Home
Albany Law School

. Vincent Comm. Ctr
M. Kissinger's Home
WMHT Studio

Rockefeller Inst., Albany
Location TBA
Bethlehem Public Library
NYC

Location TBA
Normanside County Club
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MORE INFO

See page 6
See page 4
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See page 2
See page 6
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