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Educate Participate

Looking for something fun to do? How about joining your Albany County League friends and
their families on an Albany Aqua Duck Tour!

We will be taking a Duck Tour on Saturday August 27" at 10:00 am

Title: Historic Tour of Albany

Date: 08/27/2005

Departure Time: 10:00 AM

Location: Visitors Center, 25 Quackenbush Square, Albany

Description:

1 hour 15 minute amphibious Historic Tour of Albany. 45 minutes on land, and 30 minutes on
the Hudson River. Your tickets are non-refundable and non-transferable to another tour.
Reservations recommended. Please arrive 30 minutes prior to departure time. Infants 3 years
or younger are free when they ride on a parents lap.

Cost:

Adults, $22
Seniors/Military, $17
Children(4-12), $12

Please make your own reservations on-line at:
http://www.albanyaquaducks.com/

Or by calling 518 462-DUCK (3825)
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS

Hello All,

I am really happy to be writing to you! Especially since this
summer didn’t begin in a wonderful way for me. On June 4,
I was operated on for a brain tumor and now, with the
exception of my left leg that doesn’t work completely yet, I
am back and better than new!

Marggie and I had a great meeting to decide (who does what)
and we promise you an exciting and opportune year for
LWVAC. We begin on September 21 with our famous potluck
at St. Paul’s Church. Our own Barbara Bartoletti and Blair
Horner will speak on “Reforming NY-What’s next”. In
October, we have scheduled a public forum at WAMC Linda
Norris Auditorium on “Build A Safer World”, defining the
US/UN relationship. November will find us learning about
all aspects of stem cell research. We have an exciting December
luncheon with Kermit Hall, the new President of SUNY

Albany, speaking about the Supreme Court, a very timely
topic. And the rest of the year all the way through our Annual
Meeting in May will be as timely and interesting as these.
We've done the planning, now it’s up to you to make this year
as exciting as we think it can be. YOU need to attend the
meetings and bring your friends so that they can see the great
things LWVAC does. Linda McKenna, our Membership
Chair, will be available with membership information. She
can be reached at McKennal. @nycap.rr.com and is always
ready to send you materials or speak with someone about our
League. We want to see you and greet your guests at all our
meetings!

Now enjoy the rest of the summer as I will do also in between
physical therapy appointments. See you in September.

Audprey Kibrick

LAST BULLETIN!

IF THERE IS A RED DOT ON YOUR ADDRESS LABEL THIS IS YOUR

We're about to print our member directory and are finalizing our membership list.
If there’s a red dot on your label, paying your dues has slipped your mind!

Since we're sure you want to continue to participate in the important work we
do, please mail your dues check ($45 single, $60 household, $15 student

League of Women Voters of Albany County Board

Co-Presidents VP Administration VP Program Treasurer Secretary
Marggie Skinner Gael Vecchio Wendy Dury-Samson Mary Berry Judy Jamefeld
489-5311 459-9958 439-1113 439-5679 869-3228
AudreyKibrick Voter Service Membership Development International Relations
489-9931 Maggie Moehringer Linda McKenna Lori Keegan-Brady Kay Wilkie

475-0969 463-1805 475-0396 768-2901
Bulletin Editor Public Relations Poll Reporting At Large At Large
AimeeAllaud Margaret Sawyer Melanie Trimble Raymond Blanchard Betsey Swan
482-2617 783-9424 439-8475 438-0550 426-3711

E-Mail Address: Iwvac@crisny.org. Web Site: www.crisny.org/not-for-profit/lwvac
LWV of New York State: 35 Maiden Lane, Albany 12207, Phone: 465-4162, Fax: 465-0812, E-mail: lwvny@Iwvny.org, Web Site: lwvny.org

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan citizen organization that promotes the informed and active participation of citizens in government,
and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Any person of voting age, male or female, may become a League member.

This newsletter is published by the League of Women Voters of Albany County, 12 Coventry Road, Glenmont, New York 12077 and mailed to
League Members. The frequency of publication is as follows: one mid-summer issue followed by nine monthly issues from September to May.
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DEATH PENALTY ACTION

This is a story with a happy ending!

On April 12t the Assembly Codes Committee voted NOT to discharge to the floor a Republican Assembly version of
the Senate death penalty bill. That means the bill is dead in the Assembly, at least for this year. As Chairman Lentol
said, this issue will not go away, so we will need to remain alert for future attempts to bring it back.

The Senate had passed a ‘quick fix’ to the law in February that the Court of Appeals had ruled unconstitutional last
summer. During this time the Assembly Codes, Judiciary, and Corrections committees held five joint hearings where
146 witnesses testified and 24 additional persons submitted written testimony. (I testified for the League on February
8th.) Of that number, 148 opposed the death penalty, 9 favored it, and 5 others favored it with specific changes. The
diversity of people testifying was amazing : those whose families had been directly affected by a murder, judges,
professors, people who had been wrongly incarcerated, citizen groups,religious groups, attorneys, former legislators
who had become convinced of the futility of the death penalty, etc. When the Codes committee met for their vote,
several members referred to the hearings as definitive in making them decide to vote against the death penalty.

Let’s all take a little credit for helping to turn the tide against capital punishment in New York State and remember the
other states and the federal government where Leagues and other groups are still working to end this medieval form
of punishment.

Committee staff summarized the testimony in an 85 page report, “The Death Penalty in New York.” The report can be
accessed at http://assembly.state.ny.us, or call the public information office at 518-455-4218 to mail you a copy.

Ann Brandon
OFF-Board Specialist, Death Penalty

THE LEAGUE WORLD VIEW

Welcome to our new monthly column, the League World View, designed to keep you informed and engaged with our ever changing world.
Dynamic plans are now underway and your active involvement is welcome!

HOLD the DATE - October 6, 2005 - for “the People Speak” on the global-local dimensions of Poverty, Hunger and Health at the WAMC
Linda Norris Auditorium. LWV is working with an array of globally engaged international groups, such as the Int’'| Center of the Capital
Region, the UN Assoc., Returned Peace Corps volunteers, SUNY Center for Int'| Development, etc. to feature this program during the UN’s
60th anniversary year.

You can read more about the national program at http://www.thepeoplespeak.org/.

STAY TUNED for possible launch of other international community discussion events, potentially including an evening “Great Decisions”
whose national sponsor is the Foreign Policy Assoc.

STAY INFORMED: a few quick tips on following international developments in these busy times:

- click on “Google News” www.news.google.com for leading headlines from media sources around the world;
Google News gathers stories from more than 4,500 news sources in English worldwide, and automatically arranges them to
present the most relevant news first. Topics are updated every 15 minutes...a highly unusual news service in that ... results
are compiled solely by computer algorithms, without human intervention. As a result, news sources are selected without
regard to political viewpoint or ideology, enabling you to see how different news organizations are reporting the same story.
- and consider subscribing to the free “The Economist” email newsletter, which you may customize to your interest< https://
www.economist.com/email/>. Divided by politics and/or business and arranged geographically, it provides you with lead stories,
often by subject, from around the world.
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Voter Service: Get Ready!!

August starts the busy time for voter services, so your help, as always, is greatly appreciated!

The LWVNYS Voters Guide, erstwhile known as “Facts for Voters”, is coming out in two parts this year — one which
informs voters about dates, and one which informs voters of the pros and cons of the state-wide ballot issues (this
is the year for local elections, not state or national elections). The Board, at its June planning meeting, decided to
distribute the Voters Guide to the libraries and to our members. If you would like some copies for a favorite
distribution point that you are willing to cover, please let me know.

We are again considering lighting a fire under the possibility of producing our own Voters Guide for the local
candidates, if only to put on the web. Stay tuned — we may be asking for your help.

We will most surely need help for the Albany Housing Authority election monitoring, and will be calling on all the
willing hands we can get!

The dates relevant for the September primary and the offices up for election this fall are listed in this bulletin.

As for the local races....too soon to tell for many of them, and until the ballots are finalized we won’t know who is
definitely running. However, through our friendly local newspapers, we know of a few candidates who have
announced an intention to run, who appear to be earning a party’s designation, or who have no opposition at this
point. Please note that the ballots won’t be finalized for the primary until August.

At the County level, County Clerk Tom Clingan, Sheriff James Campbell, and Coroner Paul Marra have no
announced GOP or other opposition.

Jerry Jennings might have two challengers for the Democratic party nod for Albany Mayor — Archie Goodbee and
Benzie Johnson. We are in the process of trying to bring together a candidates’ forum for the primary race. The
winner of that primary will probably run against at least two contenders — Alice Green for the Green party, and
Joseph Sullivan for the Republicans.

The LWVAC in cooperation with the Capital Area Council of Churches and ARISE will be sponsoring a series
of candidate forums for city ward and city wide offices. We are planning a forum for City Council candidates
on the 31st of August, and forums for the mayoral, council president, and treasurer positions the week
before the primary. After the primary, the League is planning to hold a panel discussion on the Albany Civic
Agenda and City Charter reform, and a forum for mayoral candidates.

In the Town of Bethlehem, Supervisor Theresa Egan will probably not have a Republican opponent, but will
probably face a Conservative party candidate, Robert Jasinski. Two Democrats, Kyle Kotary and Sam Messina, will

most probably vie for two Town Board seats against the Republicans Tom Marcelle and George Lenhardt.

The Albany County Board of Elections has moved to 32 North Russell Road, near Westgate Plaza, Albany, tel 487-
5060.

That’s by NO means the end of the story, so stayed tuned! | can be contacted at mmoehrin@nycap.rr.com, or 475-
0969.
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Albany County Offices to be Filled in 2005
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Town Clerk
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2005 Primary BElection Calendar:

July 21st : T.ast day to file petitions,

August 8% Certification of primary ballot.

August 19" Tast day to mail in regisiration applications.
September 6™ T.ast day to request an absentee ballot by mail.

September 12%: Last day to apply in person [or an absentee ballot; last day to mail in ballot,
September 13™: T.ast day to submit an absentee ballot in person.

September | . Primary Election Day.
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ALBANY COUNTY LEAGUE SEEKS PARTICIPANTS FOR
FINANCING EDUCATION STUDY

Since the State League undertook its 1995 Financing Education Study, numerous developments have fur-
ther called into question the viability of New York State’s system of financing education.

First: and perhaps mostimportant in terms of its potential to change the way education is financed in New
York State, is Campaign for Fiscal Equity v. State of New York, in which Judge Leland DeGrasse held that
the New York State system of funding education deprived children in New York City of their state constitu-
tional right to a sound basic education and ordered the increased funding of New York City schools in the
amount of $5.63 billion annually for increased operating aid and $1.836 billion annually for each of the next
four years for capital projects. Michael Rebell, the lead attorney in the CFE litigation, has drafted legislation,
The Schools for New York's Future Act that would extend the costing-out formula endorsed by the Courtin
CFE V. State of New York to all schools in the state.

Second: in 1998, New York State enacted Charter School legislation. The League opposed the legislation
on the ground that there was no independent funding stream and, thus, charter schools would take money
away from public schools without concomitant reduction of public school ongoing expenses. The charter
school phenomenon is one that affects urban districts, and the financial consequences for some have been
dire. Itis predicted that if the ninth charter school is approved in the City of Albany, Charter schools will
account for 20% of the public school budget for the City of Albany, making it the City with the largest
percentage of its budget going to fund charter schools.

Third: in 1997 the State responded to disgruntlement at the rise in local property taxes by enactment of the
School Taxpayer Relief Program (STAR), which transferred payment of an increment of local property
taxes from the homeowner to the State. Although this program enjoys great taxpayer popularity, it has the
effect of distributing state education funding in a manner that is more regressive than the current state
system of funding education.

Fourth: in 1966, New York State enacted a State Lottery, the net proceeds of which are dedicated to the
funding of education. Gaming as a source of education finance has expanded, so that in 2001 the State
enacted an extensive Video Lottery Terminal (VLT) law to further enhance its educational revenues, and in
2003 the number of VLT licenses was expanded to fund sound basic education initiatives.

Fifth: the statewide system of testing and the new Regent’s graduation requirements have brought into
stark relief the disparities between suburban and urban, rich and poor school districts. The test data, along
with the Masters’ findings in CFE v. State of New York, raise questions about whether the current system
provides adequate funds for children with special needs (children eligible for free and reduced price lunch,
children with limited English proficiency, and disabled children).
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In light of these developments, the LWVNYS, at its State Convention, resolved to update its Financing
Education Study, with possible consideration of charter schools, the STAR Program, gambling as a source
of education revenues, and other issues of relevance to our financing education position.

| am co-chairing the statewide committee that is currently defining the scope of the study. We anticipate
that a study guide will go out in the September Board Report and on-line through the LWVNYS web sit in
late August or early September. The guide will define the scope of the study, and present a bibliography
and questions to be considered for each part of the study.

In the meantime, | would like to invite all members of the Albany County League and interested members
of the community at large to participate in this study, with a special invitation to new League members.
Participation in the 1995 Financing Education Study was one of my first activities with the Albany County
League. It was a fascinating way to learn about this crucially important and complex area of public policy,
and the time spent studying this issue created strong and long-lasting friendships that have sustained me
long after the completion of the study. For new members, although the concept of the study might seem
intimidating, the time commitment and level of involvement can vary, from attendance at a few informa-
tional meetings, to involvement in major reading and research, to be determined by one’s schedule and
level of interest.

Anyone who is interested in participating in the study should contact me at 426-3711 or
faircamp@nycap.rr.com. Please indicate good meeting times for you (ie. breakfast, daytime, lunch, after
work, evening). Also, please indicate if you have any expertise in this area or expertise in general social
science research. The Statewide Committee is currently contemplating a portion of the study in which it
would collate data about charter schools, in an attempt to determine whether any conclusions can be
drawn about the types of charter schools that are successful in New York State and the types that are not
succeeding. This datais currently available on-line, and we are seeking individuals who would be willing to
read reports and extract data from those reports. The work would not be difficult and could be completed
at home in accordance with individual schedules. Let me know if this is something in which you might be
interested.

Betsey Swan

The Global Issues Study Committee will commence its fall discussion group meetings on Monday,
September 19, at 9:30 am at the home of Judy Wing in Feura Bush. The book we've chosen is
Zbigniew Brzezinski’s “The Choice: Global Domination or Global Leadership”. Itis available in
paperback and we will read chapter 1 for the first meeting. We invite all League members to join us.
You may bring a guest, if it is their intention to join the League. Please call Judy (439-6969) if you plan
to attend, or Linda Sorenson (783-5355) for more
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BRIEFINGS ON THE STATUS OF
DEMOCRAGY INIRAQ AND
AFGHANISTAN

The very popular “Briefings” program at the UN wiill
take place on Wednesday, November 16th this year.
The topic will be the Status of Democracy in lrag and
Afghanistan.

Look for more details and a registration form in the
September bulletin

., SAVE THE DATE

%-&
g Wednesday,
j

November 16t

. *

%6 W
¥ pup wpdt

¥

Sponsored by:
The League of Women Voters of New York State in association
with the United Nations Department of Public Information
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Citizen Action ToolkitT, the LWVNYS advocacy tool. Log on to the LWVNYS website
(lwvny@Iwvny.org) and click on the red, grey, and blue CATT button to use this easy advocacy
tool. This resource enables citizens to find a wealth of information about our state and federal
governments. It also includes names and contact information for local officials.

Use the ToolkitT to contact your elected officials or to send a letter to the editor of your local
newspaper or to any media throughout New York State. You can support League issues with
just a few clicks of your mouse or take a moment to write a letter of your own.

THE LWVNYS PRESSES FOR OPTICAL SCAN VOTING SYSTEMS

In the closing hours of the 2005 legislative session, the NYS Legislature passed all the HAVA
implementing legislation. Among those bills was the Election Reform and Modernization Act of
2005, which repealed certain provisions of the Election Law relating to voting machine
requirements by setting new requirements (consistent with HAVA) which will enable NYS to
access federal resources in order to modernize and update the voting systems in the state. You
can read press releases from the Senate Majority Leader (www.senate.state.ny.us) and the
Assembly Speaker (www.assembly.state.ny.us) on their websites which synopsize the
legislation. The legislation has many key provisions, too lengthy to summarize here.

Most importantly, local boards of elections may decide to purchase DREs (direct recording
electronic) machines or optical scan machines. Since the LWVNYS decided in March 2005 to
support optical scan equipment (see April bulletin) we are now moving ahead to educate and
advocate at the local (county) level with election commissioners, county legislators and the
county executive. A faxed letter stating our support was sent on June 6 to over 1,000 county
officials and we scheduled four advocacy training sessions in June-July in Buffalo, Syracuse,
Albany and NYC, with Bo Lipari of New Yorkers for Verified Voting and Aimee Allaud, LWVNYS/
AC. Attendees were provided with substantial information packets and saw a PowerPoint
presentation. A videotape of the Albany session has been produced on DVD and is available for
$10 (includes shipping and handling). If you would like a copy, contact Stephanie at the
NYSLWV office or Aimee Allaud (85aimee@nycap.rr.com).

ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITY: NOW IS THE TIME TO TAKE ACTION!

A sample letter to the editor is available on the LWVNYS website. This same letter can be
adapted and sent to Albany County Board of Elections Commissioners, James Clancy and John
Graziano, County Executive Michael Breslin, and your county legislator. Use the LWVNYS CATT

website to get these officials’ addresses.

Aimee Allaud, LWVNYS elections specialist
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Buffalo News - Optical-scan systems are best choice for voting

TaE BUFFALO NEWS

Opinion

Front Page > Opinion > Another Voice
Another voice / Election improvements

Optical-scan systems are best choice for voting
By AIMEE ALLAUD

TI21/2005

In a recent opad aricle in The Buffalo News, Jeffrey Zaino of the American Arbitration
Association questioned whether New York State would be ready for the 2006 elections.
Zaino's concern is shared by the League of Women Voters of New York State.

Passing legislation that would pave the way for timely implementation of new voting machines
in New York State has been a league priority for the past two years.

The delay by the Legislature until June in addressing this issue means that elections in 2006
may occur under less than optimal conditions as elections officials and voters will not have the
necessary lime to be trained in the application of new identification procedures and the use of
new equipment.

A primary goal of the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) has been to enable states to improve
their election administration by providing funding for that purpose.

Elections officials and voters should be aware that voting machines are only a single
companent in a larger system.

Many of the risks inherent in the use of particular voting systems - optical scanners, punch
card systems, lever machines and electronic systems - can be substantially reduced by
Improving such management practices as personnel training and by instituting rigorous
adminisirative procedures, such as chain of custody protocols,

A comprehensive statewide voter education program will be mandatory for success,

The state League of Women Voters supports the use of precinct-based optical-scan voting
systems. We believe they best meet the following criteria: secure, accurate, recountable and
accessible. They are cumrently in use in 36 percent of precincts in the U.S. and by 35 percent
of registered voters in such states as Minnesota, Michigan, Oklahoma and West Virginia.

Optical scan is a mature technology, in contrast to electronic voting equipment. Optical-
scanning systems are used for standardized tests and for Mew York State Lottery tickets,
Optical scan is a paper-basad system that produces a countable ballot in contrast to an
electronic voting machine.

If mechanical, electrical or human error causes interruptions to the voting process, voters can
continue to vote on paper ballots that will be securely retained until they can be counted.

In addition, a possible consequence of choosing electronic voting machines might be that
because of their complexity, elections officials would decide to contract with voting machine
vendors to conduct the operation of all machine-related functions of elections, from
programming and maintenance to the counting of votes,

Such actions would risk a loss of voter confidence in the integrity of our voting system. The
conduct of elections is the responsibility of government, not the private sector.

http://www butfalonews.com/editorial/’20050721/1037233.asp?PF Ver=Story
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| | Express yourself! We are starting a new
|T leoh | column for the bulletin. Let me know your
| 'tlephone | ideas and opinions...keep it short and to the
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I e—mail I ||| your letter to Aimee Allaud, Editor, LWVAC
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I O Contribution in support of my local league I
j O  Please send me more information I
I Mail to : League of Women Voters of Albany County |
1 P.0. Box 611 Slingerlands, NY 12159 1
: Or contact: Linda McKenna Tel: 463—1805 :

L_------___------_J

Welcome our new members

Susan Arbetter, Altamont  Dan Berry, Delmar Daniel Brown, Green Island
Carmel Patrick, Troy Susan Coleman, Albany Joan Csaposs, Albany

Bill Danielson, Altamont Marisa Franchini, Albany  Aleda Graziano, Menands
John Graziano, Menands  Phyllis Hall, Albany Catherine Herman, Delmar
Martha Kissinger, Delmar Ann Marsh, Delmar Stephen Messner, Albany
Mary O'Hanlon, E.Berne Katherine Pierone, Albany Ursula Poland, Albany

Mary Jo Wood, Loudonville

Longtime members of the LWVAC, Libby and Hans Schapire moved to Minneapolis, MN, on June
1, 2005. Their new address is: Walker Place, 3701 Bryant Avenue, South, Apt. 704, Minneapolis,
MN 55409, tel. # is 612/822-2477. We wish them well in their new home.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Fun Event! The People Speak Forum
Albany Aqua Ducks Tour Thurs. October 6th

Sat. August 27th, 10:00 a.m. WAMC Linda Norris Auditorium
(see front page for details)

Primary Candidates Forum Albany Housing Authority
Albany Common Council Tenants’ Election

Wed., August 31¢t, 7:00 p.m. Tues. October 11t

Albany Public Library
call Marggie at 489-5311

LWVAC Board Mtg.
Tues., September 6™, 5:30 p.m.
Abany Public Library

Global issues Study Committee
Mon. September 19, 9:30 a.m.
For details see page 7

POT LUCK DINNER

Wed., Sept. 215, 6:00 p.m.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Albany
Topic: “ Reforming NY -What's Next?”
with Barbara Bartoletti and Blair Horner
(details in September bulletin)
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