
March 2007 Audrey Kibrick and Marggie Skinner, Co-Presidents

      Educate       Participate   Advocate

The League of Women Voters of Albany County
Celebrates

Women’s History Month!

What: “Filling in the Gaps in American History”
Art Exhibit, Reception, Presentation

Where: UAlbany Performing Arts Center
Futterer Lounge
Uptown Campus

When: Wednesday, March 28th

5:45 p.m.

SEE FLYER FOR MORE INFORMATION
********************************************

Did you miss our birthday?......

On February 14, 1920, the League of Women Voters was founded in Chicago as the
National American Woman Suffrage Association held its last convention.  They met in a
victory celebration just months before final ratification of the constitutional amendment
that provided women with the right to vote.  After decades of incredible effort, the women
who had fought for and won the right to vote realized that their work was not complete.
And they realized that the grassroots organizations in every state that had pushed the 19th

Amendment to ratification held tremendous promise for change.  Thus the League was
born.

87 YEARS YOUNG – LET’S CELEBRATE, PARTICIPATE AND ADVOCATE THIS MONTH!
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS

Well, we were underwhelmed by your response to our
request for  complaints in last month’s newsletter.

Let’s hope that you really  have no complaints, just not
enough time to attend every meeting  that we hold. There’s
nothing wrong with that. We are all busy  people and
certainly must set priorities and make good use of our  time.
If you are still digging out from our blizzard and staying
indoors until spring, we have good news- our March
meeting is in  the SPRING!!
As you can see from the front page and information
throughout the  bulletin, we are celebrating Women’s
History Month in a new and  exciting way.
Board Member, Jacqui Williams is launching the website for
FIGAH,  and we have been invited to celebrate with her. It’s
a little  pricey, but for a very good cause and you will surely

be shown some  things that you have never seen before.
Please join us for all or  part of the evening and give Jacqui
our support. The nice thing  about a meeting at UAlbany in
the evening- parking is free in the  visitors’ lot. So, fill up
your car with people who need to learn  about the women
who fell through the gaps and join us.
Meanwhile, dues notices are in the mail. Our most impor-
tant selling  point when we try to influence government is
the number of informed  people that we represent. Stay
with us and show your support by  paying your dues
promptly. Thanks.
Spring is right around the corner.

 Marggie & Audrey

League of Women Voters of Albany County Board
Co-Presidents VP Administration VP Program Treasurer Secretary
Marggie Skinner Gael Vecchio Wendy Dury-Samson  Mary Berry Judy Jarnefeld
489–5311 459–9958 439–1113 439–5679 869–3228
Audrey Kibrick Voter Service Membership Development International Relations
489–9931 Maggie Moehringer Susan  Coleman Lori Keegan-Brady Kay Wilkie

475–0969 433–9446 475–0396 768–2901
Bulletin Editor Public Relations At Large Local Program Financing Education
Aimee Allaud Margaret Sawyer Jacqui C. Williams Raymond Blanchard Betsey Swan
482–2617 783–9424 433–0277 438–0550 426-3711

E-Mail Address: lwvac@crisny.org. Web Site: www.lwvalbany.org
LWV of New York State: 62 Grand Street, Albany 12207, Phone: 465–4162, Fax: 465–0812, E-mail: lwvny@lwvny.org, Web Site: lwvny.org

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan citizen organization that promotes the informed and active participation of citizens in government,
and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Any person of voting age, male or female, may become a League member.

This newsletter is published by the League of Women Voters of Albany County, 12 Coventry Road, Glenmont, New York 12077 and mailed to
League Members. The frequency of publication is as follows: one mid-summer issue followed by nine monthly issues from September to May.

There is still time to send in your 2006 - 2007 donation to the
ACLWV Fund Drive. Every little bit helps us achieve our goals!
Please send your check to Mary Berry at P.O. Box 611
Slingerlands, NY 12159. If you have any questions or feel
that this is incorrect, please reply via e-mail or call me at 475-
0396.

Lori Keegan-Brady
Development Chair
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Ever wonder what else should have been taught
 in history class?

Women’s History Month events generally highlight lives of extraordinary women or ordinary
women who accomplished extraordinary feats and we’re pleased to notify you of an innovative
one for 2007.  On March 28th the LWV of Albany County is co sponsoring an event at the UAlbany
Performing Acts Center to introduce Filling in the Gaps in American History (FIGAH), a not for
profit organization which collects information on people of African descent who do not generally
appear in text books. The recently launched website www.figah.us is divided into five sections
containing profiles of amazing women and men plus acts deserving of note; African Arrivals in
the Americas, Biographies, Communities, Observances and This Thing Called Freedom. The site
remains a work in progress.

FIGAH founder and LWV board member Jacqui C. Williams presented From Fenda Lawrence to
Callie House at last month’s Underground Railroad History Project of the Capital Region
conference “Uncovering the Voices of Women”. Fenda Lawrence was a free African woman who
continued the family business when she arrived in the Colony of Georgia in 1772.  That business
was slave trading and not an unusual one for a woman in her homeland of Senegal.  What was
even more unusual though was a government document issued to Mrs. Lawrence allowing her to
“pass and Repass unmolested within the said Province on her Lawfull and necessary occations
she Conforming to the Laws thereof” attesting to her status as an esteemed business woman
when the majority of the other 15,000 others of African ancestry were enslaved and treated far
less humanely.

Callie House was born enslaved in 1861, lived and died in the Nashville, TN region.  Her life
passion was to obtain pensions for formerly enslaved women and men who were in ill health,
aged and often unable to work. She helped organize the first convention of National Ex-Slave
Relief, Bounty and Pension Association and served in leadership roles informing formerly
enslaved persons of the possibility of compensation for their years of labor.  She supported
legislation earmarking the funds from confiscated cotton tax and essentially became the mother
of the reparations movement.  Her activism caught the attention of the US Postmaster and
Attorney General which resulted in a 1914 conviction and one year sentence in federal prison.
Mary Frances Berry’s book Yes My Face is Black is True in 2005 was the first time many people
became aware of Mrs. House.

Information on similar women and men and alternate views of events in the making of the
Americas will be offered during the fundraising event for FIGAH on Wednesday, March 28th. (See
front page of bulletin) Artwork reflecting the lives and contributions of people of African descent
by Lynn Marshall-Linnemeier of Atlanta, GA. and Laura Catullo of the Berkshires will be displayed
during the 5:45-7:15pm reception in the Futterer Lounge on the second floor of the Performing
Arts Center at the University at Albany Uptown Campus.  Ms. Marshall-Linnemeier is an Atlanta
based photographer, painter and writer who is …”an Americanist scholar who uses mixed media
along with cross-cultural myths and stories to examine and define human beings whose presence
she finds compelling. Her images are distinguished by a lyrical approach to text as art and a
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knowing sense of color as a point of accentuation in altered photographic images.” She has won
numerous awards including a Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest Award, an Arts International Travel
Fellowship and a Kellogg Foundation Arts Residency.  An exhibition of her work is currently being
shown at Emory College in Atlanta. Lynn has agreed to share some of her pieces but will not be
present herself. Laura Catullo, PhD. relies on the healing powers of art in her teaching and
expressive arts counseling pursuits. After teaching in Africa, she was nominated into membership
with the respected NY group, the OAKROOM Artists. Laura’s mixed media work and Paper or
Fabric Re-creations, combine tritik (stitch) and plangi (fold) techniques learned in Africa with dye
and handmade/rice papers while incorporating calligraphy, paint, and found objects. Her works
have been exhibited at the New York State Museum, The Schenectady Museum, and The US
Embassy in Zambia. She will be present along with some of her newest works.

Following the reception will be a presentation in the Recital Hall from 7:30-8:30pm of a narrated
PowerPoint during which local community members will represent people “stepping out of
history”. Their mini vignettes are designed to encourage people to delve between the lines of
history books.  Information on how FIGAH came about, how research topics are chosen, what
types of information can be created for or provided at presentations and how participants can
assist in growing this novel not for profit organization will be provided. Time will be allowed for
questions and answers in the Recital Hall and light desserts with beverages will be provided in the
Futterer lounge until 9PM.

The full admission of $35 covers parking, art exhibit, reception, presentation and refreshments. A
limited admission price of $15 for parking, presentation and refreshments is also available.

For more information, contact info@figah.us or 210-6028.  For reservations only call 459-9958.
Checks made out to LWV of Albany County must be received by March 25th to assure seating.



                                          
“Ever wonder what else should  

have been taught in history class  

 
 

Wednesday, March 28 th reception from 5:45 to 7:15  pm in the Futterer 
Lounge of the Performing Arts Center at UAlbany  uptown campus  view art, 
enjoy hot and cold hors d’oeuvres and non alcoholic beverages. Cash bar 
available. Admission is $35. Reservations required.  

  
From 7:30-8:30pm experience a presentation and launch of website  

www.figah.us in the adjacent Recital Hall with dessert in Futterer Lounge.  
Presentation, Q&A and dessert limited admission price of  $15. 

Reservations  also required . 
 

For more information , contact info@figah.us  or 210 -6028. 
For reservations only call 459-9958, or mail check to  

LWV of Albany County,  c/o Vecchio,  5 Circle La ne, Apt. 25i, Albany, NY 
12203 

Directions http://www.albany.edu/pac/directions/html  

 
Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Albany County and invited to speak at the University at Albany by 

the University Commission on Diversity and Affirmative Action. Points of view or opinions stated are those of 
FIGAH and do not represent the official position of the LWVAC or the UCDAA. 

 
Proceeds from this event will support the work of  

Filling in the  Gaps i n American History, Inc.         P.O. Box 5014      Albany, NY 12205     www.figah.us  



Directions & Parking 
 
The University at Albany Performing Arts Center is located on the podium area of the uptown campus 
directly behind the Fine Arts Building. In the evening, look for the building lit in blue. Parking is 
available at the top of Collins Circle.  
 
From the South and West: Follow the New York State Thruway to Exit 24 and Interstate 90 East to Exit 
2. Proceed directly across Washington Avenue onto the campus, turn left and follow signs for Collins 
Circle/Visitor's Parking. 
 
From the North: Follow Interstate 87 South to Exit 1 and Interstate 90 East to Exit 2. Proceed directly 
across Washington Avenue onto the campus, turn left and follow signs for Collins Circle/Visitor's 
Parking. 
 
From the East: Follow Interstate 90 West to Exit 2. Turn left onto Fuller Road and left onto Washington 
Avenue. At the first traffic light, turn right onto the campus then turn left and follow signs for Collins 
Circle/Visitor's  
Parking. 
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The International Center of the Capital Region (ICCR)

Invites You to Participate in

GREAT DECISIONS 2007
Global Affairs Education Program

The Foreign Policy Association, the nation’s oldest organization devoted to citizen
education in world affairs, has issued its 2007 Briefing Book.

Join us to learn and to participate in policy decisions in 4 areas:
• March 15: South Africa

Robert Gosende, former Ambassador to South Africa, member of the Foreign Policy

Association and SUNY’s Vice Chancellor for International Education

• April 19: Middle East
James Ketterer, Director of the Center for International Development, an expert in

Middle Eastern affairs

• May 17: Children in Distress
To be announced

• June 21: Global Warming
To be announced

When:   The 3rd Thursday of each month:  5:30—8:00 P.M.
February 15; March 15; April 19; May 17

Where:  ICCR, Council on Community Services
272 Broadway, Menands

February 15; March 15; April 19; May 17, 2007
 (To the left of the Firehouse/Police Station, up on the hill)

Cost:  $25 includes the Great Decisions Briefing Book
and refreshments (checks payable to ICCR)

To Register:  Contact Elena Alvarez
Phone: 518/229-9037 / E-mail: Alvarez@iccralbany.org

THE INTERNATIONALCENTER
OF THE CAPITAL REGION, INC.
272 Broadway, Box 8
Albany, New York 12204
“Welcoming the World to the Capital Region”
www.iccralbany.org
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  LWVAC Vegetable Chili

  1 large eggplant
  1 large zucchini
  1 large yellow squash
  1 large onion
  1 large can dark red kidney beans
  1 large can light red kidney beans
  1 smaller can white kidney beans
  1 smaller can black beans
  1 large can tomato puree
  1 large can diced tomotoes
  1-2 large can(s) crushed tomatoes
  1 can peas
  1 can corn
  4 or 5 cloves of garlic, crushed
  3 tablespoons of chili powder (or more)
  2 tablespoons of oregano (or more)
  1-2 teaspoons of cumin
  Red pepper to taste
  Salt to taste

Peel and chop the vegies. Microwave the egg
plant in a little water until it’s soft and discard the
water. Saute the zucchini, squash and onion until
soft. Combine all the ingredients in a very large
pot or crock pot, adjust the liquid, and simmer on
low (better to do in a crock pot, since so much
volume can scorch), long enough for the vegies
to be soft,
the garlic to be cooked and the seasonings to
blend. Adjust the seasonings to taste.

  Apple Butternut Squash Soup

  1 medium butternut squash, peeled, seeded,
coarsely diced
  2 cups apples, peeled, cored and diced
  1 cup onion, chopped
  3 cups chicken broth
  1/2 cup half and half (I used buttermilk instead)
  4 Tbsp butter (or oil)
  1/4 cup flour
  1 Tbsp curry powder
  salt and pepper to taste

  Cook the squash in the microwave (takes a while
- 15 minutes, stirring every 5 maybe) in a covered
dish with a 1/2 cup water until it’s soft.
Reserve the cooking water in case the soup needs
thinning. Melt the butter and saute the onions,
apples and curry for about 5 minutes,stirring (do
not brown). Add flour and mix well, and cook for a
minute, then gradually add chicken broth, stirring.
Add the cooked squash, cover and cook for about
1/2 hour (or less) over low heat. Puree in a
blender or food processor (I like to reserve some
to just mash with a masher so that it will have
some texture). Put it back in the pot with the half
and half (or milk, or buttermilk, or whatever) and
heat, but don’t boil.
Add salt and pepper to taste.

Good Cooking Ahead !
We’ve had requests for the following recipes which were served at the Fall Soup Supper

From Maggie Moehringer
Voter Service Chair

Tel: 475–0969  or e–mail: mmoehrin@nycap.rr.com
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VOTING MACHINE DEMONSTRATION

The Saratoga County Board of Elections will be hosting a Voting Machine Demonstration:
When: Tuesday, March 27
Where: Cooperative Extension Bldg, 50 West High Street Ballston Spa, NY
Time 10:00 am - 7:00 pm

The following vendors have been invited to participate since they all have submitted a voting system for
certification in New York State.

Avante – a touch screen DRE (Direct Recording Electronic)
Diebold – an optical scan system
ES&S  - an optical scan system
Liberty – a DRE of the ballot overlay type
Sequoia  - a touch screen DRE

The Saratoga County Board of Elections has graciously permitted the Albany County League of Women
Voters to advertise this opportunity to try out the competing voting machines.  If you are interested in
attending, please let Aimee Allaud know at 85aimee@nycap.rr.com or 482-2617.  Carpooling might be
able to be arranged.

Where we are with voting machines in NYS right now
• The State Board of Elections has had to stop the testing of the voting machines, because the

company who had been hired and had begun testing, CIBER, was decertified by the U.S.
government’s Election Assistance Commission (EAC).

• This makes it impossible for the state to have voting machines ordered and in place in time for
the 2007 elections, as the U.S. court has ordered.

• The League of Women Voters, New Yorkers for Verified Voting, and the Election Commissioners
Association are all urging the legislature to pass a new law calling for one machine to be used
state-wide ( with the obvious advantage in terms of voter education), but still requiring a paper
trail and audits to compare machine results to the paper.

• The League of Women Voters, New Yorkers for Verified Voting, and the Election Commissioners
Association are all urging that the new machines not be used until 2009, in order to avoid the chaos
that might result from using new machines for the first time in a presidential election.  Whether the
court will allow that remains to be seen.

AN ACTION ALERT INSERT IN THIS BULLETIN ASKS  GOV. SPITZER TO TAKE THE LEAD IN
INTRODUCING LEGISLATION FOR THIS PURPOSE – TAKE A MOMENT (THAT’S ALL IT TAKES
PLUS A STAMP!) AND LET THE GOVERNOR KNOW NEW YORK DESERVES THE BEST VOTING
SYSTEM AVAILABLE!

 (thanks to the LWV Saratoga for permission to reprint this announcement)
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National League Study: Federal
Immigration Policy and Proposed Reforms
Ann Brandon, Chair, Immigration Study Committee

Congress is getting ready to again take up the
immigration issue that fizzled last year. There are many
thorny parts to tackle - a proposed guest-worker
program, what to do about existing illegal immigrants
(now estimated to be 12 million), how to deal with
employers of illegal immigrants - to mention a few. By
adopting the immigration study last June at the national
LWV convention, League members will be able to
weigh in on these issues. But first we need a consensus,
starting with the local Leagues.

Our annual meeting on May 24 will feature Leslie
Thiele, a local immigration attorney, who will be able
to give us give us a “real life” perspective on the
immigration problems of today.

We are forming a committee for the Albany County
League, with the first meeting at my house in Delmar
on Tuesday, April 17, at 7:00 p.m. If you are interested
in joining us, contact me by email
(ambrandon2@verizon.net) or phone (439-4332) after
April 1. We will be discussing issues, reaching out to
immigration experts in our area, and planning meetings
for the fall consensus.

I hope you read the article by Marggie Skinner in the
February League newsletter. She succinctly
summarized the League study and the
recommendations of the book, Immigration and
America’s Future: A New Chapter.  Another excellent
article is in the February issue of The National Voter,
by Katherine Fennelly.  This article gives a historical
perspective of U.S. immigration policy. It is well worth
a read - here are a few highlights:

The Chinese Exclusion Act, passed by Congress in
1882, “forever changed Americans’ relationship to
immigration” by endorsing definitions of race and class
as criteria to define particular groups as “undesirable
aliens,” ineligible for entry or citizenship.(Lee E.)

However, non-Asian immigration remained largely
unregulated until 1924, with the passing of the Johnson-
Reed Act - a bill that enacted a quota system. This Act
began an era of restriction. But Mexican immigrants
were exempted from both the quota and the restrictions
on citizenship because the Southwestern states
depended upon cheap, abundant Mexican laborers.
(Ngai M.)

In 1965 the Immigration and Nationality Act was
passed, giving preference to relatives of U.S. citizens,
and secondarily to immigrants living in the U.S. and
those with special skills. This led to a dramatic increase
in immigrants from Mexico; these changes became the
core of the current immigration system.

When NAFTA was enacted in 1994, it was expected to
reduce immigration, but actually served as a stimulus
to unauthorized immigration. The lowering of trade
barriers between the U.S. and Mexico has integrated
the two economies without eliminating large wage
disparities. And while NAFTA greatly encouraged the
free flow of goods and capital, it did not facilitate the
free flow of labor. Border controls continued, and
Congress passed legislation enacting harsh penalties
against individuals who overstayed their visas. While
we hear much about low-skilled immigrants, American
business leaders have pressured Congress to
acknowledge the importance of high-skilled foreign-
born workers to the U.S. economy. Today almost half
of the college-educated immigrants come from Asia,
particularly India and China.

I hope you will read the complete article because it is
an excellent backdrop for our study. And join us on
April 17 if you are interested in becoming more
involved.. For more information, check www.lwv.org
or www.migrationpolicy.org.
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Membership 2006–2007
Join & Make a Difference

Name ________________________

Address ________________________

Telephone________________________

e–mail ________________________

o Individual membership $45/year
o Household membership $60/year
o Student membership $15/year
o Contribution in support of my local league
o Please send me more information
Mail to : League of Women Voters of Albany County

 P.O. Box 611 Slingerlands, NY 12159
Or contact: Susan Coleman Tel: 433–9446

Letters..................

we get letters (we hope!)

Express yourself!  We are starting a new
column for the bulletin.  Let me know your
ideas and opinions...keep it short and to the
point, and primarily on League issues.  Mail
your letter to Aimee Allaud, Editor, LWVAC
bulletin, 85 Melrose Avenue, Albany, NY,
12203, or 85aimee@nycap.rr.com.  Bulletin
deadlines are the board meeting each month,
generally the first Tuesday of each month.

NEW MEMBER COFFEE

We’d like to get to know our newest LWVAC members!!  Toward that end, we’re
hosting a New Member Coffee on March 10th from 9-11 am at The Perfect Blend Cafe
in Delmar.  New members will be receiving invitations via “snail mail”, and all mem-
bers are encouraged to stop by and introduce yourselves.  For further information,
please email Susan Coleman, LWVAC Membership Chair at:
susancoleman54@yahoo.com.  Hope to see you all then!

Welcome our new members

Rob Grey Albany
Donna Castellani Delmar
Kathleen Roberts Niskayuna
Linda English Albany
Linda Way Slingerlands
Maryanne Hannan Delmar
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UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR

LeaderSpark Sessions
March 4, 11, 18, 25, 31,April 1
See Feb. bulletin
Call Wendy Samson 439-1113

Tues. March 6, 5:45 p.m.
LWVAC Board Mtg.
Albany Public Library
Washington Ave., Albany

Sat., March 10, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
New Member Coffee
Perfect Blend Coffeehouse
Delaware Ave., Delmar
Susan Coleman,
susancoleman54@yahoo.com

Great Issues Discussions Group
March 12, 26
Call Katie Henrikson
439-4308 for information

Great Decisions Discussions
Thurs., March 15, 5:30 p.m.
ICCR, Council of Community
Services
272 Broadway, Menands
$25 incl. book and refreshments
(see article)

Voting Machine Demos.
Saratoga County Cooperative
Extension
Tues., March 27
10:00 – 7:00 p.m.
(see inside for details)

LWVAC Mtg.
Wed., March 28
5:30 p.m.
PAC, Ualbany


