
January-February 2006 Audrey Kibrick and Marggie Skinner, Co-Presidents

      Educate       Participate   Advocate

 SYMPOSIUM ON
HOW TO PROVIDE AN ADEQUATE EDUCATION FOR ALL

NEW YORK’S CHILDREN
AND THE POTENTIAL COST OF FAILING TO DO SO

Where: Shaker High School Auditorium, 445 Watervliet-Shaker Road
(Route 155 east of Route 9), Latham, New York

When: Monday, January 30th, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.

Speakers: Michael Rebell, Executive Director of the Campaign for Educational Equity,
Professor of Law and Educational Practice, Teachers College, Columbia
University, and lead counsel in Campaign for Fiscal Equity v. State of New
York will discuss the costs to society of New York’s failure to adequately
educate its students.

Frank Mauro, Executive Director of the Fiscal Policy Institute will discuss
possible ways to finance a constitutionally- adequate education for all
children in the state

The symposium is sponsored by the League of Women Voters of  Albany,
Rensselaer, Saratoga, and Schenectady Counties.

Direction: To reach Shaker, take Exit 5 off I – 87 and go east on Route 155 toward
Latham.  Cross Route 9.  Shaker High School is the second public school on
the left.

For further information, contact Betsey Swan at 426-3711.
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS
Hello Everyone.

Marggie and I hope all of you came safely through the
Holiday Season and are ready to begin the New Year with
the same kind of enthusiasm that we have shown in
developing the following General Meetings:  Financing
Education for January,  Stem Cell Research in February and
Open Government in March – what a fascinating lineup of
timely, exciting topics

But this is also a time for us to decide upon
recommendations to National about program planning for
this year (isn’t it amazing that it is 2006????).  LWVUS
reminds us that “program is the League’s “reason for being,’
the basis of both education and advocacy efforts.”   What
we choose for study and action has always originated with
members.  We are told by National that local participation
in this process has been steadily declining and now
planning is mostly done at Convention when only a small
number of local or even State leagues are represented.

We want to join with National this year in its endeavor to
open up the planning process to get input from all of us.
At our next Board meeting – always open to ALL members
– we will hold a discussion and prepare to submit a report
with our own suggestions on planning priorities.  Please
either come to the meeting on February 7, 5:45 p.m., at the
Albany Public Library, main auditorium, 1 st floor or call
one of us with your ideas.  In the meantime, these are some
of the possibilities:  Representative Government; Voting
Rights; Election Process; Selection of the President;
Reproductive Choices; Trade;  US Relations with
Developing Countries; Arms Control; Natural
Resources; Social Policy.  For a fuller discussion on these
and other suggestions of policy, please visit LWVUS
website, members only section.  (See p. 13 for instructions)

All our best wishes for the New Year.
Audrey and Marggie

League of Women Voters of Albany County Board
Co-Presidents VP Administration VP Program Treasurer Secretary
Marggie Skinner Gael Vecchio Wendy Dury-Samson  Mary Berry Judy Jamefeld
489–5311 459–9958 439–1113 439–5679 869–3228
Audrey Kibrick Voter Service Membership Development International Relations
489–9931 Maggie Moehringer Linda McKenna Lori Keegan-Brady Kay Wilkie

475–0969 463–1805 475–0396 768–2901
Bulletin Editor Public Relations Poll Reporting At Large At Large
Aimee Allaud Margaret Sawyer Melanie Trimble Raymond Blanchard Betsey Swan
482–2617 783–9424 439–8475 438–0550 426-3711

E-Mail Address: lwvac@crisny.org. Web Site: www.lwvalbany.org
LWV of New York State: 35 Maiden Lane, Albany 12207, Phone: 465–4162, Fax: 465–0812, E-mail: lwvny@lwvny.org, Web Site: lwvny.org

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan citizen organization that promotes the informed and active participation of citizens in government,
and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Any person of voting age, male or female, may become a League member.

This newsletter is published by the League of Women Voters of Albany County, 12 Coventry Road, Glenmont, New York 12077 and mailed to
League Members. The frequency of publication is as follows: one mid-summer issue followed by nine monthly issues from September to May.

Thank you to everyone who participated in poll reporting this November.  Due to a com-
puter glitch on election night that prevented a few of you from registering your tally, the
news service paid us for 100% coverage.  Poll reporting is an essential component of our
annual fund raising efforts and we appreciate the level of participation on the part of League
members and friends each year.  If you haven’t participated in the past, come join us in the
future.  It’s interesting and fun!   Call Melanie Trimble to be added to the list, 439–8475.
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TOWN MEETING : LWV ALBANY COUNTY AND  WMHT TV   Tuesday February 21st

Hear Ye – Hear Ye – Hear Ye one and all.  The Albany County League of Woman Voters and WMHT TV invite you
to attend a public forum on STEM CELL RESEARCH to be held at 7:00 PM on February 21st, 2006 at t he WMHT
TV studios at in North Greenbush.  This forum will be a live television production, part of WMHT’s ongoing series
HealthLink and a cooperative effort between the LWVAC and WMHT. 

Benita Zahn  Health Reporter, Newschannel 13 and the host of WMHT’s HealthLink will moderate the discussion.

Panel for this program will be

Kathleen M. Gallagher, Director of Pro-Life Activities, New York State Catholic Conference;

Sander Rabin, MD, JD, Fellow, Alden March Bioethics Institute at Albany Medical College;
founder  Convergent Technology Patent Law Group, a patent attorney, former
engineer and physician;

Dr. James W. Fossett, Associate Professor of Public Administration and Public Health at the University at
Albany, a Senior Fellow at the Rockefeller Institute of Government, and a faculty
member at the Alden Marsh Bioethics Institute at Albany Medical College. A
political scientist by training, he has written extensively on a wide variety of state
health political and policy issues, including the politics of stem cell research.

Stem Cell Research has been in the forefront of scientific and political news for many years, with much information
and misinformation presented to the public.  On Dec. 16, 2005,  Congress agreed to establish a national databank of
umbilical cord blood and bone marrow that would allow doctors to quickly find a match for patients who need
transplants. The Senate passed the bill by voice vote. The House passed the bill in May by a vote of 431 to 1. The bill
had been stalled while lawmakers argued over a farther-reaching plan that would lift restrictions on stem cell research,
which President Bush had signaled he would veto.

This promises to be an interesting forum, worth your attention and attendance. Time will be allowed for questions
and answers from the audience.

The studio audience will be limited to 60 participants. RSVP to lwvac@crisny.org. or directly to the
receptionist at WMHT at 880–3400.

WMHT’s new digital facility is in the RPI Tech Park, 4 Global View, N. Greenbush, NY

Directions:  From I-90 take Exit 8, Turn Left on Route 4 North
Continue for 2 miles to R.P.I. Tech Park (this will be on the left)
Turn into the park. Proceed on Jordan Road to the bottom of the hill. The building is at the
corner of Global View and Jordan Road.
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STEM CELL RESEARCH – WHAT IS IT?

“Human Fetal Stem Cell Therapy is a medical treatment whereby human Fetal Stem
Cells [mother cells of the body] are transplanted into a patient.
These cellular building blocks are usually administered intravenously [two types –
Fetal pluripotent hematopoietic stem cells] and/or subcutaneously
[Fetal neuronal stem cells].  It is a painless procedure, which takes place in
approximately one hour, with no negative side effects.

The Fetal Stem Cell searches out, detects and then attempts to repair any damage or
deficit discovered, as well a releases growth factors, which stimulates the body’s own
repair mechanisms.”
Human Fetal Stem Cell can be compared to a bone marrow transplant – known to be a
successful treatment for a variety of malignant, autoimmune, and genetic diseases,
including (a partial list) Alzheimers, Anemia, Autism, Brain damage, Cancer, Cerebral
Palsy, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, Depression, Diabetes and many others not
included.”  The list is long and incomplete. Credit for this information goes to the web
site of
(www.medrainc.com)

OK why the objection?
It is both born out of the concern of uncontrolled use of these intelligent cells to clone
new life raising fear of tampering with human life, as we know it.  It is also a religious
concern as to the source of embryonic stem from which these cells are harvested,
leading to another consideration of when does life begins?  It is also an economic
concern regarding the appropriateness of taxpayer’s money being used for such
purpose and threatened by a presidential veto if it is.  Religion and Science again are
on a collision course similar to the issue of intelligent design versus evolution and
perhaps the same.

Complex questions, which deserve public awareness, examination, and understanding.

To shed more light on this ‘impassioned’ subject the L.W.V. is sponsoring a public
forum at WMHT on 21 February 2005.  Telephone 880 3400 for reservations – space is
limited.

Raymond S. Blanchard
Member at Large – B.O.D. L.W.V.
2 January 2006
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FOR ALBANY COUNTY LEAGUE, NO
ESSAY CONTEST FOR STUDENTS
INSIDE ALBANY THIS YEAR....

Instead, Albany is choosing to participate in a
pilot program for the NYS League in order to
select candidates for the Students Inside
Albany Conference this year.  Students from
Albany County High Schools (public and
private) will have the opportunity to receive
leadership training through Leader Spark.
Leader Spark is a national non profit program
founded by a member of the Ohio LWV, and
has been developing young people as leaders
for over 15 years.

I will be getting the information to all the area
high schools as I have in the past for the
essay contest, plus I’m planning on getting
some publicity and press and advertising
through the Times Union and our sponsoring
organizations, which include NYSUT, CSEA,
Citizen’s Bank, State Farm and Stewarts.
Students will apply or be nominated for the
program, which is limited to 45 participants. It
is our goal to get a wide range of students
from many various school districts to partici-
pate.

The Leader Spark Program consists of 20
hours of training in the following topic areas:
Qualities and Styles of Leadership, Working
with Groups, Planning Projects, Dealing with
Conflict, and Presentations & Interviewing.
The workshops will run for 3 1/2 hours on
Sunday afternoons (as of this press deadline,
we are scouting locations) March 5th, 12, 19,
26 and April 2nd, and culminate in a recogni-
tion celebration on April 9th. The goal for
each participant is to design a project which
will benefit their school or community, and
brief overviews of the projects will be pre-
sented at the recognition ceremony April 9th.

For more information on Leader Spark, please
visit their website at www.leaderspark.org.

At these workshops, I will need volunteer
facilitators, and people to help provide food,
make the students feel comfortable, offer
advice, keep participants on track, perhaps
provide transportation to those who need a
ride, and all sorts of other small jobs. If you
can spare time for even one of the 6 Sundays,
please contact me at 439-1113 or
midjill@nycap.rr.com    I am also interested in
finding people with experience in any of the
five topic areas to help with the presentations
to the students. All training and materials to
guide you will be provided.  There will be
facilitator training in February, so do let me
know if you are interested and I will keep you
informed when & where this training will take
place (most likely a 3 hour course, led by
Karen Dawson, the Leader Spark founder
herself).  Please call me if you have any ques-
tions about the program as well.

I am also looking for workshop leaders in two
areas—if you have experience or feel comfort-
able with Planning Projects or Dealing with
Conflict and would like to help present either
topic to the students, please let me know. Our
own Barbara Bartoletti has agreed to help us
with the leadership session, and another at
large board member, Ray Blanchard, is lead-
ing the Presentation session.
If you like working with young people, and
can spare a little time on a few Sundays in
March and April—perhaps one or two, even, it
doesn’t have to be all 5!—please let me know.

Wendy Samson
Vice President--Program
439-1113
midjill@nycap.rr.com
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As the New York State Legislature returns to Albany, the
League begins to ask how the State can finance the Campaign
for Fiscal Equity order, requiring the State to come up with an
eventual $5.6 Billion annually for the New York City schools.
Will we, as one politician suggests, tie up the matter in
litigation for the next thirty years, while another generation of
school children goes off to jail rather than college, or will we
engage in meaningful debate about how to finance our
children’s educations in a manner that is adequate and
equitable?

The impetus to postpone the painful is especially great in New
York State, where the cost of housing relative to income far
exceeds the national norm in the metropolitan New York City
area.  As Paul Krugman explained in a January 2, 2006 column
appearing in the New York Times, the housing bubble is a
coastal phenomenon, with the cost nationally of owning the
median home being only 23.7% of median family income.  In
the metropolitan New York City however, the cost of owning a
house rose from 25% of median income in 2000 to 38% of
median income in 2005.   When coupled with the fact that New
York State has the highest real property taxes in the nation,
what at first glance may appear to be mere winging becomes
the lament of those who are truly house poor.

The League, being an organization that has never avoided the
difficult, arcane, or unpopular, decided last year to delve once
again into the morass of education finance.  In part, we have
defined our task as attempting to reach consensus about how to
finance the CFE order.  A good place to start thinking about
this is Achieving Adequacy: Tax Options for New York in the
Wake of the CFE Case, written by Casey Cabalquinto and
Matthew Gardner of the Institute of Taxation and Economic
Policy and available at www.itepnet/ny.pdf.

Achieving Adequacy suggests the following principles to assess
tax policy:
1. Equity: Does the tax system treat people at different

income levels and people at the same income level
fairly?
A.Vertical equity or the way a tax treats people at
different income levels.  A regressive tax requires
people at lower income levels to pay a greater
percentage of their income in taxes than do people at
higher income levels.  A proportional or flat tax
system takes the same proportion of income from all
taxpayers.  A progressive system provides that the

percentage of income paid in taxes rises as incomes
rise.
B.Horizontal equity is the extent to which a system
treats taxpayers with similar abilities to pay equally.
For instance, NY’s sales tax is considered to lack
horizontal equity because it taxes the sale of most
goods but exempts the sale of many services.
Similarly, the state personal income tax lacks
horizontal equity because it does not tax income from
public pensions.  A tax system filled with loopholes is
one that lacks horizontal equity.

2. Adequacy:  Will the tax produce adequate revenues in
both the short and long terms?

3. Simplicity:  Is the system easy to understand?  This
can be important because complexity may be used to
conceal special treatment for particular groups.

4. Exportability:  Will the tax be paid in part by non-
residents?  Taxes can be exported in three ways:
A.Direct.  Having non-residents pay the tax directly,
as in sales and income taxes paid by commuters and
hotel and rental car taxes paid by visitors;
B.Indirect.  Taxing businesses that do business in the
state and having them pass on the cost of the tax to
their customers.
C.Through the interaction with federal income tax.
Taxpayers who itemize deductions on their federal
income tax can deduct state and local income and
property taxes.  The value of the deduction increases
with one’s income.  For taxpayers with incomes above
$319,000 in 2004, the benefit of federal deductibility
was 35%.  This means that when the state raises its
income taxes in a progressive fashion, wealthy
taxpayers realize federal tax savings at the same time
their state tax burden increases.  This means that there
is a proportionate shift of tax revenues from the 
federal government to the state that occurs when state
income or property taxes are enacted that does not
occur as a routine matter with state sales or excise
taxes.

5. Neutrality: This principle, also known as efficiency,
means that a scheme of taxation does not influence
people’s economic (spending or investment)
decisions.  To the extent that a scheme is not neutral,
it will result in financial decisions being driven by tax
policy rather than need for goods or services, such as
the overbuilding of commercial real estate as the
result of the Reagan-era tax breaks for commercial
real estate in the early 80’s.

CFE V. STATE – WHITHER GOEST WE?
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6. Economic Development Consequences:  How does a
proposed tax affect the business climate and quality of
life in a state?  In measuring this impact, one must
weigh both tax hikes and public spending hikes
engendered by increased taxes.

Achieving Adequacy also reviews a series of potential tax
increases, evaluating them according to the revenue each would
raise and the above criteria for evaluation of taxes.  While
review of all proposals is beyond the scope of this article, it is
worth mentioning a few of the more interesting observations
and suggestions.

Over the past thirty years, most states have moved away from
local taxes to rely more heavily on statewide taxes to finance
services.  New York State is one of the few states that have
bucked this trend.  While the national percentage of taxes
levied locally has declined from 45% to 41% over the past
thirty years, New York’s local rate has remained stable at
slightly over 51% this time period.  While it ranked tenth
nationally in percentage of taxes raised locally in 1972, it had
climbed to second nationally by 2002.  It is one of only three
states in the nation that relies more heavily on local than state
tax revenues.  Given the wide disparity in both property values
and wealth throughout the state, this reliance on local taxes has
further magnified the disparity between wealthy and poor
municipalities.   The property tax, currently the primary source
of revenues for financing education within the state, is a
regressive tax.  The poorest New Yorkers pay 4.4% of their
income in property tax; the middle pays 3.5%of its income in
real estate taxes; the wealthiest 1% of New Yorkers pay 1.6%
of their income in real estate taxes.  Furthermore, property poor

districts must tax themselves at a much higher rate to fund
education.  For the 2001- 2002 school year, the school tax levy
ranged from .38% of assessed value in the East Hampton
School District to 2.63% of assessed value in the Levittown
School District.

The corollary of New York’s continued reliance on local
(largely property) taxes to finance education has been a
continuing decrease in the taxation of the income of its highest
wage earners.  Since 1972, New York has compressed the
difference in the rate of taxes paid by wealthy and poor New
Yorkers.  If the State were to reenact the income taxes of 1972,
all but the top 5% of income tax payers would see a decline in
their state income taxes.  The top 5% of earners would see an
increase of 2%.  The top 1% of earners would see an increase
of 6%.  Assuming continued deductibility of state income taxes
on federal returns, 29% of the increase would be offset by a
decline in federal taxes.  This change would generate $6.7
Billion in taxes in 2006.

Although a full discussion of all proposals is beyond the scope
of this article, we urge you to take a look at the ITEP study.

Alternatively, come to the forum on January 30,
sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Albany,
Rensselaer, Saratoga, and Schenectady Counties, in
which Michael Rebell will discuss the societal cost of
failing to provide children with an adequate education
and Frank Mauro of the Fiscal Policy Institute will
outline ways to finance the CFE order.
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GLOBAL ISSUES – GLOBAL
WARMING

When the possibility of global warming was first raised in the
1980s, it was a controversial subject. The scientific evidence
was incomplete. The computer models of climate and climate
change, based on incomplete evidence, were not totally
accurate and sometimes were contradictory.

Now, 20 years later, there is no question that global warming is
occurring. Even the White House conceded last summer that
global warming is a reality. (Though this administration doesn’t
want to do anything about it.)  The only technical controversy
today is just how warm we will get in the next 100 years.  All
the models agree that, at a minimum, the earth will get  1.5
degrees C (2.5  F) warmer.  The computer models differ on the
maximum possible warming; some predict eight degrees, others
predict 20 degrees F as the maximum warming in the next 100
years.  This would mean a significant climate change for
Albany; warming of 6 F would give us the climate of
Philadelphia  and 10 F would make us as warm as  Washington,
DC, right now.

The source of global warming is the increase in “greenhouse
gases” – carbon dioxide, CFCs, methane – in the atmosphere.
These gases allow heat from the sun to warm the earth during
the day, but trap the heat that should be radiated out into space
at night.  The effect is tiny – the increased warmth is about
equivalent to the heat generated by one small Christmas tree
light on every 10 square feet of area of the whole earth. Yet this
tiny bit of increased warmth, generated year after year, has a
significant cumulative effect on the climate.

Since there is controversy over the maximum possible
temperature increase, perhaps it is best, when thinking of
consequences, to focus on the changes already observed that
are due to the increase in average global temperature of one
degree in the 20th century, and on the predicted changes for the
minimum further increase in average temperature of 2.5 F in
the 21st century.

The serious geological consequence for humanity from global
warming comes from an increase in sea level. As the ocean
warms, its water expands and sea level goes up. If the world
becomes warm enough to melt glaciers and the Greenland and
Antarctic ice sheets, sea level could rise dramatically. One
prediction is that sea level will rise three feet (one meter) every
20 years in the next century.  The observed rise in sea level
over the last century, about an inch per decade, already
threatens the existence of low-lying islands in the Pacific.

Flooding in New York City, the gradual disappearance of
Florida and the Mississippi and Louisiana coasts, and the loss
of Venice and much of Holland all  are possibilities.

No particular event (like hurricane Katrina) can be attributed to
global warming; it is a statistical effect that appears in slowly
changing trends in climate. The increased heat (a form of
energy) in the atmosphere and the oceans means that storms are
likely to be more frequent and stronger than the long term
trends would indicate. At higher latitudes effects are more
noticeable: melting of the Arctic sea ice with a consequent
threat to the survival of polar bears, a growing season in
England that is two weeks longer, the conspicuous absence of
the ten days or so of  –20 F weather that happened annually in
winter in Albany 25 years ago.  Anyone who has lived in the
same place for 25 years or more can point to evidence of
warmer weather. My own example is leaf raking in the fall.
Mid-raking season was right around Halloween in the late
1970s, but now is about two weeks later (This year, we were
raking right up into December.)

Ecologists have done some studies of the interactions of
climate and biology. A group in Holland, for example, has
studied a bird that migrates from northern Africa every Spring.
The start of  the migration  is determined by the length of day,
which of course has not changed with climate change. Eggs are
laid and chicks hatch at the same time as 40 years ago, but the
birds’ favorite food, a particular caterpillar, now emerges  two
weeks earlier than it did 40 years ago. This means that the birds
are late for their best food source, and hatchling survival is
threatened by the lack of food.

In the human sphere, we can expect the spread of mosquito-
and warm water- borne diseases such as  malaria, yellow fever,
dengue, and cholera. Other tropical infectious diseases may
invade temperate areas where gradually warming winters will
result in less winter die-off of organisms that spread the
diseases.  West Nile virus is a good example.

In most scientific controversies that impinge on the political
sphere, the politicians get very exercised about the hazards,
while the scientists tend to be more restrained. In the case of
global warming, exactly the opposite is the case: Scientists are
emphatic in their belief that strong actions must be taken now,
while politicians hesitate.  The scientists understand that a
“tipping point” may occur with global warming. That is, one
tiny continuation of previous activities may result in a complete
and irreversible change in the world’s circumstances. Think of
being in a canoe: one can rock the canoe back and forth, with
no consequences, until it is rocked just an inch too far and tips
over.  With global warming the possibility exists that at some
point, one further small change in the global heat balance might
result in tipping the major ice sheets towards melting and
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sliding into the ocean, with a consequent huge rise in sea level.
The way to prevent this catastrophe is to reduce greenhouse
gases now, and reduce the rate of warming of the atmosphere.
But the effect would not be apparent for a hundred years, and if
the predictions are inaccurate, it might never happen.
Politicians, who think in four year cycles, are unwilling to
disturb the current economic and social climate on the chance
that something bad will happen after they are dead.

There are things that we, as individuals, can do to reduce
energy consumption and possibly slow global warming. (Every
little bit helps. Think of it as removing one or two or ten of
those Christmas tree lights that are warming your house or back
yard.)  Long-life low-energy light bulbs, fuel efficient cars,
living in town instead of commuting from the country, energy
efficient houses and appliances all reduce the use of power and
the generation of carbon dioxide. Reducing electric power
consumption is especially important, because of losses in
efficiency in power plants and transmission lines. Each watt of
electricity that a consumer uses requires  the combustion of the
equivalent of  10 watts of coal.

Businesses are already making changes in their energy
consumption to reduce their costs. Large reductions in energy

use that do not reduce costs will come only with government
encouragement in the form of subsidies for development of
new products and regulations that maintain a level playing field
for competitive industries. The election and appointment of
government officials who are willing to begin the process of
reducing energy consumption is especially important.

For further reading: Scientific American  is available in most
public libraries. Authors are scientists actually involved in the
work, writing for a generally intelligent, nonscientific audience.
Articles in the last two years on global warming are readable
and provide accurate information.

Richard Alley, Abrupt Climate Change,  November 2004,
pg. 62.
Daniel Grossman, Spring Forward, January 2004, pg. 84
James Hansen, Defusing the Global Warming Time Bomb,
March 2004, pg.68.
Amory Lovins,  More Profit with Less Carbon, September
2005, pg.74.

Katie Henrickson
Global Issues Committee

JOB OPENING…
for someone with a keen interest in protecting water quality in Albany County

Since 1991, a representative from the Albany County League of Women Voters has served on the Albany
County Water Quality Coordinating Committee (ACWQCC).
This productive and effective committee serves as a clearinghouse for water quality information; a funding
source for small water quality improvement projects; and a forum where stakeholders can collaborate on
projects and activities that protect and enhance the quality of county water resources. Membership is open to
all interested individuals or organizations and participants are required to regularly attend monthly meetings,
usually scheduled for 9am.
Hope Donovan, a League member now deceased, helped guide the creation of the ACWQCC and since then
many valuable water quality projects have been initiated and completed in Albany County.  To serve on this
committee, no previous knowledge is necessary. There is however, much to learn. My own tenure overlapped
that of Hope Donovan and in the same way she graciously explained the ins and outs of water protection, I’d
like to do the same for another League member.  I will continue to attend ACWQCC meetings, but in a different
capacity.

If you would like to attend ACWQCC meetings, please contact me. If you’d like more information about the
ACWQCC, go to http://www.albanywater.org/ or read the ACWQCC 2005 Annual Report included in this
newsletter.  I look forward to hearing from you!

Nancy Heinzen
Natural Resources portfolio
nheinzen@nycap.rr,com
478–9407
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A Fun Time Was Had By One and All at………

The Albany County League of Women Voters fundraiser event at Albany Civic Theater on November
17th, Second Avenue, Albany.  We began the evening with a reception and wine tasting with many of
our members contributing samples of their culinary skills in special appetizers and other assorted
goodies.  Capital Wine and Spirits, located at State And Lark Streets in Albany, provided a variety of
outstanding wines to taste which complemented the food.  Please remember to visit their store (434-
5776 for hours) and their website for the latest details on special features, www.capitalwine.net.

After socializing, guests enjoyed a delightful performance of Bell, Book and Candle, directed by Judie
Bouchard.   We want to thank our friends at Albany Civic Theater for their cooperation in making the
event possible.  Visit their website, www.albanycivictheater.com for details on their upcoming
productions (Suddenly Last Summer and Midsummer’s Night Dream).

Thanks to all who attended for their support – we look forward to seeing everyone at next year’s
event.

Capital Wine and Spirits Sommeliers League Members enjoying the Festivities

A bird’s-eye view of the reception
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The LWVAC welcomes the following new members to our family. We suggest
you clip this page and add to your 2005 membership directory. By policy
adopted by the LWVAC board in 2004 new members telephone numbers and
addresses will not be printed here.

Accessing the LWVUS Members Only site

The first time you visit the new Web site, you will need to register and set up your account information as follows:
1. register at www.lwv.org/PreRegister.  Give your first name, last name and e-mail address.  If the League doesn’t already have your e-

mail address in the database, you must provide your street address, zip code and Member ID in the indicated spaces.  Your Member ID
can be found on The National Voter magazine address label above your name.

2. after you register, the system will send you an e-mail containing your initial log-in information and how to access the LWV Online
System. Using the information in the e-mail, log in to the LWV Online System.  After logging in, members can update their personal
information (name, address, e-mail, password etc.)  To update your password, click “Change Password” in the left hand navigation and
enter the requested information.  Remember to SAVE your changes.

3. Go to www.lwv.org and click on Login.  Fill in the form with your e-mail address and your password and click on Login.
4. Now you’re ready to visit the Members Area.

Irene Huaman, Delmar

Jim Tierney, Albany

Melinda Mackesey, Altamont

Laura Bierman, Delmar

Nell Stokes-Holmes, Albany

Leila Jones, Albany

Jacqui Williams, Albany

Lisa Kissinger, Albany

Beatrice Kovasznay, Albany

Christine Colarusso, Albany

Gladys Crowder, Albany

Anne Savage, Albany

Susan Filipp, Glenmont

Kitt Jackson, Delmar

Jocelyn Jerry, Albany

Ruth Russell, Slingerlands

Denise Stringer, Voorheesville

Lee Serravillo, Altamont

Ed Bloch, Latham

Alan Goldberg, Glenmont

Karen Lipson, Glenmont

Annette Argyros, Loudonville

Phoebe Bender, Albany

Janet Fein, Delmar
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To the Editor:

Why did I, and why should you, become a member of the League of Women Voters?  Why should you
encourage friends and community leaders to join this organization dedicated to intelligent analysis of the
issues that affect our lives?

The simple answer is found in our newspapers, on television and heard on radio daily:  we only receive partial
and filtered news.  The League is an unbiased searcher of truth on political and social issues that attempts to
fairly inform the public and elected officials.

In 2005, as an example, the New York State League’s legislative agenda examined issues and made
recommendations in the following areas of New York State government:

· Alternatives to Incarceration, including reforming the Rockefeller Drug Laws
· Court Restructuring resulting in a more equitable and efficient system
· Health Care coverage for all
· Judicial Selection  based on achievement, not popularity
· Equity in School Financing for both taxpayers and students, adjusted for student need and regional

cost
· Reproductive Rights for women
· State Budget restraint and meaningful reform

These are just a few of the everyday issues that control the way we live our lives.  The League’s efforts are
laudable as are its accomplishments, but it can do better with greater presence and participation.  The League
is about education and advocacy.  It is also about recognizing the following facts: 1) as a society, we are losing
our freedoms, 2) we are not fully informed about these and other issues, and  3) numbers count and a
collective intelligent voice can make a difference.

We need your voice to swell the ranks of people who care about the future of this country, men and women
alike.

Raymond S. Blanchard
RSB205@aol.com
September, 2005
(Editor’s note:  Ray recently joined the the Albany League and became a Board member for 2005-06)
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Membership 2005–2006
Join & Make a Difference

Name ________________________

Address ________________________

Telephone________________________

e–mail ________________________

o Individual membership $45/year
o Household membership $60/year
o Student membership $15/year
o Contribution in support of my local league
o Please send me more information
Mail to : League of Women Voters of Albany County

 P.O. Box 611 Slingerlands, NY 12159
Or contact: Linda McKenna Tel: 463–1805

Letters..................

we get letters (we hope!)

Express yourself!  We are starting a new
column for the bulletin.  Let me know your
ideas and opinions...keep it short and to the
point, and primarily on League issues.  Mail
your letter to Aimee Allaud, Editor, LWVAC
bulletin, 85 Melrose Avenue, Albany, NY,
12203, or 85aimee@nycap.rr.com.  Bulletin
deadlines are the board meeting each month,
generally the first Tuesday of each month.

The Global Issues study committee will once again host a Great Decisions discussion group in
2006. The Great Decisions book is published by the Foreign Policy Association and will available,
locally, in early January. The eight topics are:

UN Reform
The U.S. and Iran
Energy Resources
Brazil
Human Rights in an Age of Terrorism
China and India: Partners or Competitors?
Turkey
Global Health Pandemics and Security

The first meeting will be held on January 30 at 9:30 A.M. at the home of June Hayner, 439–6126.
We will read and discuss, with the assistance of a facilitator, the first chapter for the first meeting.
At that time we will set up the calendar for the remaining discussions.

Please call Sherry Hall, 449-1998, in January, for information pertaining to the purchase of a
book. Estimated price is $15.00
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UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR
January-February

Great Decisions Discussion Group

“UN Reform”
Mon., Jan. 30, 9:30 a.m
Home of June Hayner,
439-6126 for information

LWVAC County Mtg.
“How to Provide an Adequate
Education for All NY’s Children,”
Mon., Jan. 30, 7:00 p.m.
Shaker HS Auditorium
445 Watervliet-Shaker Rd.
Latham, NY

LWVAC Board Mtg.
Tues., Feb. 7, 5:45 p.m.
Albany Public Library
2nd floor
National Program Planning

Albany County Legislature
Mon., Feb. 13, 7:00 p.m.
(Public Comment: 6:30 p.m.)
Albany County Courthouse
2nd floor

LWVAC/WMHT Live Town Mtg.
Tues., Feb. 21, 7:00 p.m.
STEM CELL RESEARCH
WMHT TV Studios
RPI Tech Park
N. Greenbush, NY
(reservations required)


