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Educate Participate Advocate

December Luncheon
Thursday, December 20, 12 noon

Normanside Country Club, Delmar
$20 for Hot and Cold Buffet Lunch

" The Poalitics of Further Decline: How former White Knight
Eliot Spitzer got knocked off hishigh horseand dragged down
into the mire of Albany politics’

Speaker: Jay Gallagher

Weareddighted to have Jay Gallagher, avery well-known Albany pundit, asour speaker for the December
Luncheon. Jay Gallagher hasbeen ajournaist for 34 yearsand has been covering Albany for Gannett News
Service since 1984. He has been the bureau chief and haswritten aweekly column on state government and
politicssince 1989. Beforethat he was an editor and reporter at newspapersin Rochester, Providence, R.1.
and Waltham, Mass. HehasaB.A. in government from Colby Collegein Waterville, Maine.

Heisaregular panelist on“New York Week in Review,” astatewide public-television show, and has ap-
peared on the CNN show “Inside Politics ” and “ The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer’” on PBS.

Mr. Gallagher received the 2002 top award from the National Association of Capitol Reportersand Editors
for wire-service beat coverage of astate capitol; the 1997 Walter T. Brown Award from the Legislative
Correspondents’ Association asthe outstanding reporter covering the New York State Capitol; and the 1993
New York Common Cause award for best commentary on New York State government.

Heistheauthor of the 2005 book The Paliticsof Decline: A Chronicle of New York’s Descent, and What You
Can Doto SaveYour State.

Mr. Gallagher isan enthusiastic fan of our well-informed L eague audiences, and wewill have plenty of timefor
questionsand discussion!

RsvP by December 15 to Gael Vecchio (459-9958)
Comeenjoy a break from the holiday stress!

League of wWomen voters of Albany County
website:vwww.Iwvalbany.org Email: Ivwvacecrisny.org
Lori Feegan-Brady and Maggie Moehringer, Co-Presidents
Susan Coleman (330-2992) and Audrey Kibrick (489-9931), Membership Co-Chairs
Laura Ladd Bierman, Newsletter Editor
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@ From the Co-Presidents

Hello everyone—Happy Holidays!

This past month was abusy onefor us. We had poll reporting —thank you to all who do thisevery year and to
anyonewho didthisfor thefirst time. I’ san experience that most votersnever get to see. A group of usenjoyed
“Lunchwiththe League’ —alunchjust for fun - at the Albany Pump Station. It was adelight to see some new
membersand catch up with other long timemembers.

Please giveabig round of applauseto Ann Brandon (chair), Katie Henrikson (facilitator and master discussion
manager), and Mary Ann L ettau (recorder) and therest of the committeefor thegreat experienceweall had with
theimmigration study and consensus meetings. Theideaof setting thetimer and moving right aong wasastroke of
genius. Thankstoyoudl for bringing such energy to our L eague!

We have the Annual December luncheon at Normanside Country Club in Delmar on December 20, We are
delighted to have Jay Gallagher, awell-known Albany pundit, asour speaker. Heisthe author of the 2005 book
ThePaliticsof Decline: A Chronicle of New York’s Descent, and What You Can Do to Save Your State. Thiswill
beaninterestinginsidelook at politicsinNY S—youwon’t want to missit!

Mark your 2008 calendars for February 11" and 28". The Albany County L egislature — Opening Meeting
Receptionisscheduled for February 11" at theAlbany County Courthouse onthe 2™ floor. Thisisagreat oppor-
tunity to meet and talk with your elected representativeson Albany County issuesthat matter toyou. February 28"
isour second “ souper supper” on“The 100 MileDiet” at the Bethlehem Public Library. If you have not cometo
one of the* souper suppers’ you are missing out on some of the best soup intown, great camaraderie and good
information.

Hopeyou al haveavery Happy and Healthy Holiday Season and aHappy New Year!

Please Note:
There will be no bulletin in
January; look for your next
bulletin in early Feb.

YoursinLeague,

Lori Keegan Brady and Maggie Moehringer, Co-Presidents

Just because you do not take an interest New Member
in politics doesn't mean politics won't
take an interest in you!

-Pericles(430B.C.)

Thayer Heath
Albany

Welcome!

The League of Women Votersisanonpartisan citizen organization that promotestheinformed and active participation
of citizensin government, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Any person of voting age,
male or female, may become a League member.

This newsletter is published by the L eague of Women Voters of Albany County, 12 Coventry Road, Glenmont, New
York 12077 and mailed to League members. The frequency of publication is as follows. one mid-summer issue
followed by nine monthly issuesfrom September to May.
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g‘&{ Leaguein Profile

Margaret Sawyer

| serve asthe Public Relations member of the Board of Directorsfor the L eague of Women Voters of Albany
County (LWVAC). It'sbeen quiteawhilesincel becameamember of the LWVAC and | don’t really remember
how | got theinformation about becoming amember. My reasonsfor becoming amember stem fromthefact that
| spent thefirst 20 yearsof my working life employed by non-profit membership organizationsthat were actual
registered, paid lobbyists. During my tenurefor these organizationsmy work wasprimarily inthelegidativeand
publicrelationsareas. So, when| joined LWVAC, | filled out theform for areas of interest and put these areas
down. Threeyearsago, theNominating Committeecaled meand askedif | would serveasthe Director for Public
Relations. Sincel redly missed being activein advocacy work, | saidyes. Hopefully, therest of thememberswill
fill out that form so that we can tap into their expertiseaswell.

Missing theadvocacy aspect in my work isnot the only reason | became amember. Whether wewant to admit it
or not LWVAC isaform of specia interest group (one of the good ones) and these groups do perform serviceson
behalf of their membership asawhol ethat the membership cannot do asasingleindividua. Remember —*United
westand, divided wefall.”

Additionally, the LWVA C advocates good government and encouragesall individualsto vote. Thisisthebasic
tenet of our democratic way of government. The United Stateswasfounded by peoplewho thought all citizens
had theright to voicetheir opinion on political issuesand votefor their elected officials. Thisconcept issomething
that | strongly believein, so doesthe LWVAC. For thoseof you who have not seenit, the State League sells T-
shirtsthat havethedogan: “Mumble, Rumble, Grumble, BUT VOTE!” Everyoneshouldtakethisdoganto heart
and partakein hig’her constitutional right to freedom of speech and follow that up with voting.

The paragraphs aboveillustrate that the L eague’ s mission and goals are aligned with my personal valuesand
beliefs. That iswhy | amamember of the League of Women Voters of Albany County.

Y W

|mmigration Reform M eetings

Ann Brandon, Committee Chair

We had agreat turnout, with acombined attendance of 52 people, at our immigration reform consensus meetings.
| want to thank our committee and each of you who attended one of the meetingsfor makingimmigrationreforma
fascinating and stimulating study. | think it made usall more aware of the many issuesinvolved in thissubject.
Unfortunately, we renot alowed to discusstheresultsof our local consensusbecauseit will be combined with al
othersacrossthe country for anational League position. That should bedecided in early spring. Thenwewill see
what, if anything, Congressdoesnext year about theissue. Inthemeantime, I'm sureyouwill find plenty tofollow
inthemediaabout thistimely topic.
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Save the Datel

Albany County Legidature
Opening M eeting Reception
February 11, 2008, 5:30pm
Albany County Courthouse, 2 Floor

The LWVA C has had the tradition of wishing our
Albany County Legisatorswell beforetheir first
meeting of theyear by welcoming legidators, new
and old, with areception prior to themeeting. It'sa
wonderful opportunity tomeet thelegidators, let them
know of our interests, and spark interest in our mem-
bershipinfollowing theimportant affairsof thisleg-
idativebody. Pleasecome! All contributionsof good-
iesarevery welcome.

The Albany County Legislature serves as the
County’ spolicy-making body. The L egid aturecom-
prises 39 legislatorswho are el ected to four-year
termsto represent thecitizensresidinginalegida
tivedigrict.

The County L egid ature meets on the second Mon-
day of every monthinthe L egidative Chambersat
theAlbany County Court House. These meetings
are now televised on your local Government Ac-
cess Channel monthly; the dates are noted on the
schedule on the Legidature's web site (http:/
www.a banycounty.com/departments/legid aturey).
Prior to each monthly meeting, the L egid ature holds
apublic forumto allow the publicto speak onis-
sueswhichmay comebeforetheegidature. There
areten (10) standing committeesof theLegidature
and additional specid or sub-committeesthat meet
onamonthly basis, or asnecessary. Thepublicis
alwayswelcometo attend both the L egidativeand
CommitteeMeetings.

CharlesE. Houghtaling, Jr. wasthe 2007 presiding
Chairperson of the L egidature and was el ected by
thebody at itsorganizational meeting. TheMgjority
Leader (Frank Commissoin 2007) and Minority
Leader (ChristineM. Benedictin 2007), areelected
by their party’slegidators.

Great Decisons
Sudy Group

Thegroup will hold regular meetings again in the winter,
beginning January 28. The Great Decisions handbook,
published by the Foreign Policy Association, will again be
used. Thetopicsinclude: Irag, European Union, Russia, Latin
America, China, Defenseand Security, and Philanthropy. The
bookswill beavailableat The Book Housein mid-January.

New members arewelcome. Contact K atie Henrikson at
439-4308 or khenriks@nycap.rr.com.

We Need Your Hdp!
LWV Fund Drive Request

By now you havereceived our annual fund drive request.
Asyou know, weare an organi zation of volunteers, wehave
no paid staff, get not adollar of support from our stateand
national organizations, and we need your helpto carry out
our important work. Here are someinteresting factsabout
what itscoststo run our League.

Didyou know that:

- forevery sngleLWVAC membershipwemust pay
duesto the national and state L eagues, and weare
only left withjust $0.20

- if you donate $20, you would pay for 10% of our
bulk mailing permit for oneyear

- if you contribute $40, you would pay for themailing
of onebulletinto al our members

- our popular recent potluck dinner cost us $60

- if youwriteacheck for $175, youwould pay for
oneprinting of themonthly bulletin

- printingthemembershipdirectory and mailingit costs
$285

- our study groups have abudget of about $100.

You can seethat we need your donationsto keep our
L eague operating and to fund thework we do with our
volunteer |abor!

Asthe 2007 calendar year ends, please remember to
support our League. Every littlebit hel psusachieve our
goals! Please send your check toLWVAC, P.O.Box

611 Slingerlands, NY 12159.
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Compact for the National Popular Vote

What isit, why areNew York SatelL eaguesinterested in it, and what’ shappening with the study?

At State Convention thisyear, L eaguesthroughout the state becamevery enthus astic about studying the advisabil-
ity of New York Statejoining the* Compact for the National Popular Vote’. Given the L eague’s position against
el ection of the president by the Electoral Collegeandinfavor of el ection by popular vote, New York Statelocal
Leagues considered thisavalid and exciting State study, and overwhel mingly voted for adopting it asastudy for
thiscoming year. Many local Leagueshave, infact, started work on the study, educating their membersand Sarting
discussion groups. However, National League hasinformed New York L eaguesthat they do not consider thisan
appropriate study for states, that the method of electing the president isanational issue, and that states cannot
undertakeastudy on anational issue. New York State L eague hasdiscontinued the study onthe statelevel. BUT,
at National Convention thiscoming year, Leaguesin New York State WIL L proposethat National undertakea
study on the National Popular Vote as anational study, and hope to persuade other L eagues throughout the
country to do the same.

The LWVAC Board had voted to undertake the study and was prepared to get underway starting thiswinter. We
have been very impressed with the degree of enthusiasm and engagement that the study has engendered among
League members. It will beafascinating study, sincethe National Popular Voteis, infact, away to by-passthe
Electord College! Isthisadvisable?|sthiscongtitutiona ?

“The Compact”: What isit, and how would it work?

At the present time, the Electoral Collegereflectsthevoters' state-by-state choicesfor President in 48 states,
whilereflecting thevoters' district-by-district choicesin Maine and Nebraska. The United States can have na-
tionwide popular election of the President if the statesreform the Electoral Collegesothat it reflectsthevoters
nationwide choice. Thismeans changing the state lawsthat establish the state-level winner-take-all rule (or the
digtrict-level winner-take-al rule).

Under the statelegid ation proposed by Nationa Popular Vote, the popular vote countsfrom all 50 statesand the
District of Columbiawould be added together to obtain anational grandtotal for each presidentia candidate. That
is, state election official swould simply perform, in an official manner, the adding-up of the nationwidevotefor
President that isnow performed by amanacsand newsmedia. Then, satee ectionsofficidsinal statesparticipat-
ingin*“The Compact” would award their electoral votesto the presidential candidate who receivesthelargest
number of popular votesinal 50 statesand the District of Columbia. Under the proposal, no statewould act alone
inofferingto award itselectoral votesto the nationwide winner. Instead, the National Popular Vote plan would
take effect only when the plan has been enacted by states collectively possessing amgjority of theelectoral votes
- that is270 of the 538 el ectoral votes. Thisthreshold guaranteesthat the presidentia candidate receiving the most
popular votes nationwide would win enough electoral votesin the Electoral Collegeto become President. The
270-votethreshold corresponds essentially to statesrepresenting amajority of the people of the United States.

Notethat the popular votesfromal 50 statesand the Disgtrict of Columbiaareincluded in the nationwide count (not
just the popular votesfrom the statesthat enact the compact). That is, every vote throughout the United Statesis
counted and treated equally. Notethat the National Popular Vote plan entail sno significant administrative burden
or fiscal cost to the state because the voting by the peoplein the presidential €l ectioninsidethe statewould be
conducted in the samemanner asit now is.

TheNationa Popular Vote planisaninterstate compact” - atypeof statelaw authorized by theU.S. Condtitution
that enables statesto enter into alegally enforceable contractual obligation to undertake agreedjoint actions. There
(continued on page7)
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On TheHAVA Front...

AimeeAllaud, ElectionsSpecialist, NY SLWV

On November 5, the US Department of Justice issued a long awaited opinion in the USDistrict Court case against New
York Sate for noncompliance with the federal law. Most recently the NYS Board of Elections submitted two different
plans for compliance with the law — evidence once again that a bipartisan system, without a fifth board member to break
atievote can lead to gridlock and no consensus for action. The DOJ, in their Motion to Enforce the Law, is arguing
that New York must replace all lever voting machines by September 2008 and that there must be more ballot markers
available throughout the state in time for the February 2008 presidential primary election. An op ed article (below)
written by a colleague from New Yorkers for Verified Voting explains what is at risk under this scenario. Ann Brandon
has also written a letter to the editor of the Albany Times Union, reprinted on page 7, which argues for paper ballot
optical scan voting as the most secure, accurate and cost effective replacement system for levers. Note: Even lever
machines have their problemsif they are not programmed correctly, to wit, the town of Coloni€e's recent el ection may end
up in the NYS Supreme Court due to machine and human malfunction. A coalition of civic groups, including the
League, issued a pressrelease on November 7 criticizing the DOJ action (see NYSLWV website) which threatensto cause
chaos at the pollsin a presidential election.

FedsPressNew York to ChangeVating System by 2008

by Wanda Warren Berry, New Yorkers for Verified Voting

The Department of Justice filed a motion with the US District Court on November 5 asking the Judge to compel
New York to comply with the 2002 Help AmericaVote Act (HAVA) by 2008. Highly critical of the partisan gridlock
inAlbany that led the State Board of Elections (SBOE) recently to file two separate plans with the court, the motion
says. “because of delaysin the state’'s HAVA compliance efforts and because of the inability of a majority of the
SBOE to agree” on aplan, “it seems clear that absent court intervention the State will not achieve any additional
improvement in HAVA compliance for voting systems in the 2008 federal elections.”

The federal government asks the Court to require New York to pursue options “to put in place federally-compliant
voti ng systemsintimefor all federal electionsin 2008.” It asks that:
By the February 2008 Presidential Primary: ballot marking devices accessible to the disabled be imple-
mented “on a much greater scale than was the case for the fall 2006 elections.”
By the September/November Federal Elections: “At least one voting device accessible to persons with
disabilities’ should bein each polling place.
By fall 2008, fully HAVA-compliant systems should be required for all federal elections.

The Department of Justice says HAVA requires two features that the lever machines do not provide:
Accessible voting for persons with special needs.
Production of a permanent paper record with manual audit capacity.

The most troubling aspect of the Department of Justice motion is that it argues that New York can meet these
reguirements in 2008 by settling for the federal requirements for voting machines rather than the more strict New
York state regulations. For example, the motion challengesthe NY requirement that all “source code” be placed in
escrow with the state, even “commercial off-the-shelf” software like Microsoft Windows products. The motion says
that New York could chose federally compliant machines for 2008 and that it could replace them once it completes
its own certification process.

But wouldn't that waste a lot of taxpayer dollars? Instead, New York’s counties should do two things: first, they
should realize that there are ballot marking devices in use across the country that satisfy the federal accessibility
requirements and that have already been authorized for use here. Second, they should recognize that implementa-
tion of the paper ballot scanner system is much simpler, more quickly accomplished, and less expensive than the
aternative: the direct recording electronic voting machines (DRES).

Ballot scanners only count the voter-marked paper ballots; these are retained for auditsin thelocked ballot box upon
which the scanner sits. If New York broke through its partisan dysfunctionality and chose the paper ballot scanner
system across the state, we could move forward and avoid jeopardizing our participation in next year’s important
federal elections. While we wait for the Judge's decision, let’s go ahead to choose the accessible, auditable, and
reliable voting system now used by most of the country: the paper ballot scanner system.
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(continued from page5)

Compact for the
National Popular Vote

are hundreds of interstate compacts, and each statein
the United States bel ongsto dozens of compacts. Ex-
amplesof interstate compactsincludethe Colorado River
Compact (all ocating water among seven western states),
the Port Authority (atwo-state compact involving New
York and New Jersey), and the Multi-State Tax Com-
pact. Some compactsinvolveal 50 statesand the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Interstate compactsaregenerally sub-
ject to congressiona consent.

To prevent partisan mischief between the November
voting by the peopleand the mid-December meeting of
theElectora College, the compact containsasix-month
blackout period if any state ever wishesto withdraw
from the compact. The blackout period startson July
20 of each presidential € ection year and runsthrough
the January 20 inauguration. Interstate compactsare
contracts. It issettled compact law and settled congtitu-
tional law that withdrawal restrictions- very commonin
interstate compacts - are enforceable becausethe U.S.
Condtitution prohibitsastatefrom impairing any obliga-
tion of contract.

Tofind out more, go to http:/Aww.lwvny.org/npv.html,
or http://www.National PopularVote.com. There are
MANY SIDEStothisdiscussion and thestudy, intypi-
cal Leaguefashion, will ook at all pro and con argu-
ments.

L etter to the Editor
TimesUnion

TotheEditor:

Thearticle on our voting system in the November 8"
TimesUnion (Election activistscall for return to paper
ballots) wasmideadinginthat itimplied thereareonly
two choicesfor how New Yorkerswill voteinthefu-
ture: (1) Electronic touch-screen voting machinesor (2)
hand count of paper ballots. Weknow from experiences
in other statesthat the electronic machinesare unreli-
able; none have been certified to meet New York’ sstan-
dards. We a so know that hand counting paper ballots
inastateaslargeasNew York would beanightmare
for possihility of errors, fraud, and getting timely results.

Thereisathird way, whichthe New York State Board
of Elections has seemed to ignore. That isthe use of
paper balotswith optica scanners. Thismethodismuch
faster, user friendly, and cheaper than the electronic
machines, and isbeing used successfully in many other
states, including Massachusetts. The scannerscount the
ballotsand retain the paper copiesin alocked box that
can be accessed if arecount isneeded.

Theddaysinimplementation of voting equipment have
given New York theadvantage of learningfromthemis-
takes of other states. But now, what is the Board of
Electionswaiting for?1tistimeto move ahead witha
paper ballot scanning system so that we can have confi-
dencein our votefor theimportant el ection of 2008.

AnnBrandon

Membership 2007-2008 Join & Makea Difference
Name: Telephone:
Address __Individual Member ship $45/year
__ Household Member ship $60/year
Email: __ Sudent Membership $15/year

Please send memoreinfor mation

Contribution in support of my local League

Mail to: League of Women Votersof Albany County, PO Box 611, Slingerlands, NY 12159
Or Contact: Susan Coleman Tel: 330-2992



WHEN

Dec. 4, 5:30 pm

Dec. 20, 12 noon

Jan. 8, 5:45 pm
Jan. 18

Feb. 6, 5:45 pm
Feb. 11, 5:30 pm

Feb. 28, 5:30 pm

LEAGUE OFWOMENVOTERSOFALBANY COUNTY

PO Box 611

L eague Calendar

WHAT

WHERE

Extended Board Meeting/ Holiday Party M. Kennedy's Home

Pot Luck Dinner

Annual Luncheon
Speaker: Jay Gallagher

Board Meeting
Deadlinefor Feb. Bulletin
Board Meeting

Albany Co. Leg. Reception

Souper Supper
"The100 MileDiet"

Slingerlands, NY 12159

Call G. Vecchio (459-9958)

Normanside Country Club
Delmar

Albany Public Library
L Bierman@nycap.rr.com
Albany Public Library
Albany Co. Court House

Bethlehem Public Library

MORE INFO

see page 1

see page 4

See page 2
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