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January 14, 2011

DEAR SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES SUPERVISOR

Each year the New York State League of Women Voters sponsors STUDENTS INSIDE ALBANY.  This four day conference will be held April 10-13, 2011, in Albany, NY.  It is my pleasure as the President of the League of Women Voters of Albany County to announce that our chapter will be sponsoring at least two current 10th or 11th grade students to attend this event.  The program is open to all young women and men in these grades who are interested in learning more about New York State government. 

The program's objectives are as follows: 

· increase understanding of the framework used to develop public policy

· enhance understanding of the roles of various forces seeking to impact legislation and policy

· promote understanding of the state's legislative process 

· help develop assessment and analytical skills through experiential learning

Once successful applicants are selected, the State League will send those students registration materials and the final conference program. I've enclosed a brochure which gives an overview of this program. I know from experience that in years past the four days have been filled with attending sessions on public policy making, shadowing state representatives, and touring important Albany landmarks.  Students from all over the state participate in this residential program. Our local league chapter covers expenses.

I appreciate your making this opportunity known within your school.  Last year's participation was very competitive and we received many more applications than we could fund. Please note that we need a completed packet mailed back to us by FEBRUARY 11, 2011, by you or your representative.  The application packet for each student should contain:

       ●
completed student application form

       ●
a short student essay 

       ●
sealed letters of recommendation, one from a teacher and one from a community reference

These packets should be mailed to Ms. Marian Schwager at 60 Salisbury Road, Delmar, NY 12054.  If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact her at either 518-439-0344 or schwager@nycap.rr.com.    

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Very truly yours,

Mary Berry, President

League of Women Voters of Albany County

